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HOKEY POKEY! 

House of D can reopen — expansion must wait 


A state judge ruled on Tuesday that the city 
can fully reopen the Brooklyn House of Deten- 
tion right now — but the mayor’s controver- 
sial $440-million plan to double the jail’s ca- 
pacity must go through a rigorous public and 
environmental review. 

The warring sides each found something 
positive — and negative — in State Supreme 
Court Justice Sylvia Hinds-Radix’s split out- 
come over the Atlantic Avenue slammer. 

The decision rejected a claim from the oppo- 
nents, a group that includes Comptroller Thomp- 
son, Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) and neighborhood organizations, that 
the city must conduct a public review to reopen 
the jail at all. 

The 11-story prison has been closed since 
2003 — a period when neighboring Boerum 
Hill has rapidly gentrified. 

The Department of Correction suggested 
it would repopulate the 759-bed House of D 
sooner rather than later. 

“With many aging facilities on Rikers Is- 
land continuing to deteriorate, and knowing 
that defendants in the city’s jails will always be 



Feel the Fury 


The 78th Precinct rolled out its old squad cars as part of the St. Patrick's Day 
parade in Park Slope on Sunday, including this 1980s-era Gran Fury with the 
ice cream truck wheels. The graffiti on the building behind it adds a nice 
authentic touch. 


best served when they are held closer to their 
courts and communities, we will continue to 
reduce our reliance on Rikers Island,” Com- 
missioner Martin Horn said. 

The critics were saddened that the jail would 
reopen at all, but comforted by Hinds-Radix’s 
verdict that the plans to build a second tower 
and increase capacity to 1,469 prisoners must 
undergo a full public review. 

“The Department of Correction was try- 
ing to pull a fast one here,” said Yassky, who 
was “thrilled” with the decision. “It, in effect, 
wanted to build anew jail without going through 
the process that requires the City Council’s 
approval, but the judge said, ‘Wait a minute, 
Buster.’” 

Neighbors hoped that the necessary environ- 
mental study and votes by Community Board 2 , 
Borough President Markowitz, the City Plan- 
ning Commission and the City Council would 
help them defeat the enlargement of the jail. 

“That’s what it is needed — a full public 
review,” said Sandy Balboza, head of the At- 
lantic Avenue Betterment Association. “We’ve 
never got answers to those questions about the 
impact of the expansion on the neighborhood. 
We did well here [in court].” 


Bloomy: Give me keys to ‘Park’ 

Work begins as mayor asks state for control of piers 



Mayor Bloomberg said last 
Thursday that the city has the means 
to take over the stalled and under- 
funded state-run Brooklyn Bridge 
Park development — and turn it 
into a city park. 

“The city [would] take over 
management and fiscal responsi- 
bility for Brooklyn Bridge Park and 
Governors Island and use monies 
that we’ve already put aside ... for 
Javits,” the mayor said. 

“The city has more of an interest 
and I think the state government has 
their own problems. It’s a good deal 
for the state. If not, they can take 
them over or close them down.” 
Few details have emerged since the 
mayor’s bombshell comment more 
than one week ago, but state offi- 
cials did confirm that the details are 
being negotiated about transferring 

the Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO 
waterfronts to the city — and, pos- 
sibly, abandoning the controversial 

:r many fits and starts, some construction work — as opposed to demolition work — actually ap- fundingschemethatputhousingand 

; to be taking place at Pier 1, the first piece of Brooklyn Bridge Park. Last week, the mayor, who otherrevenue-generatingoperations 

-s above it all, said he wants control of the troubled project. inside the park footprint. 


With the uncertainty from 
Bloomberg’s stunning announce- 
ment still hovering, Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Development Corpo- 
ration President Regina Myer said 
that the earliest park sections would 
still open by the end of this year. 

But Myer would not discuss the 
Bloomberg-Paterson shakeup over 
control of the condo and open space 
development. 

“I ’m not going to respond,’ ’ Myer 
told Community Board 2 on Mon- 

Instead, Myer and her team pre- 
sented a timeline for Pier 6, near 
the foot of Atlantic Avenue, that 
includes sand volleyball courts, a 
dog run, and a playground opening 
before the page turns on 2009. 

A restaurant and a water taxi berth 
on the dock would come later. 

The entire park will cost at least 
$350 million, but only $231 million 
has been allocated, causing delays 
on several pieces until more tax- 
payer money is procured. And vir- 
tually all of the revenue-generating 
elements of the development — in- 
cluding ahotel and 800 units of lux- 
ury housing — are off the table. 


A WINNER 
BY A HAIR 

FULL COVERAGE OF 
STACHE TOURNEY 


SEE PAGE 5 


HOLD IT 

Panel rejects public 
toilet by Boro Hall 



By Mike McLaughlin 


Thet 


<oktynPc 


A city plan for a public restroom in Co- 
lumbus Park should be flushed away, critics 
say, because planners chose a location that’s 
too public for such discreet business. 

The Department of Transportation, which 
oversees the city’s tortured toilet-siting pro- 
cess, selected a site just north of Montague 
Street in the paved park that is too close to 
the Greenmarket, Supreme Court entrance 
and the Borough Hall subway station for a 
pay toilet, members of the Community Board 
2 Parks and Recreation Committee said on 
Monday night. 

“This is hideous,” said committee mem- 
ber Nancy Wolf. “How will the Greenmar- 
ket people feel about having to put out their 
vegetables near the bathroom?” 

The Department of Transportation will con- 
sider alternate latrine locations, said agency 
spokesman Scott Gastel. 

Some members also disliked the design 
of the modem loo, which will be wrapped 
with advertising, though there was a gen- 
eral level of support for this self-cleaning, 
25-cent answer to nature’s call. 

“It’s going to serve a good function for park 
users,” said Seth Taylor, business services man- 
ager of the Court, Livingston and Schermer- 
hom Business Improvement District. 

And this ain’t your daddy’s Porta-Potty ei- 
ther. After 15 minutes, its door opens to dis- 
courage vagrants and deviants from camping 
out or prostitutes from plying their trade. 

It also cleans itself after each visitor leaves, 
allegedly ensuring high sanitary standards. 


Jew gotta 
be kidding! 

Isaac skips church forum 



An Orthodox Jew and five other Council 
candidates are invited to a Methodist church 
for a meeting. 

So what’s the punch line? That depends 
on whom you ask. 

Isaac Abraham, an activist in North Brook- 
lyn’s Satmar community, will not attend the 
Central Brooklyn Independent Democrats’ 
endorsement forum on April 23 because it 
will take place in the basement — not the 
sanctuary — of the Park Slope United Meth- 
odist Church. 

“I asked my rabbi and [he said] it was bet- 
ter that I not go,” said the devout Democrat, 
who is one of six candidates for the 33rd 
Council District, which includes Brooklyn 
Heights, Greenpoint and parts of Williams- 
burg, Boerum Hill, and Park Slope. 

See KIDDING on page 77 


Totonno’s Pizza won’t burn 


ever when it reopens in “about two 
months,” Louise “Cookie” Cimin- 

“After the insurance people look 
at the damage, then we can go in 
and start rebuilding,” Ciminieri said. 
“We’ll keep everything the same as 
before. The oven will be the same, 
and the pizza will be the same.” 

See PIZZA on page 77 


Totonno’s — arguably the best 
pizza in the city — will reopen in 
the same Neptune Avenue location 
that was badly damaged by a fire on 
Saturday night, its owner told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

And her 85-year-old Coney Is- 
land institution will be better than 


They ‘Gage’ 
Tollner plan 

The Arby's sandwich 
chain is going to open a 
location in the historic — 
and landmarked — site 
of the former Gage and 
Tollner restaurant on the 
Fulton Mall in Downtown 
Brooklyn. We asked shop- 
pers — all potential cus- 
tomers for those fast-food 
roast beef sandwiches — 
what they thought: 




Fanciest Arby's in town 

Fast food joint to take over Gage & Tollner 


"It's memories for some 
people. They should leave 
it alone. Dinorva Richberg, 
East New York 



:'s a landmark and it's 
it fair for those corpo- 
te guys to take it over. 

Michael Calicchio, 
Carroll Gardens 


When the roast beef sandwich 
joint Arby’s opens in the historic 
Gage and Tollner storefront this 
spring, there will be big changes 
on the menu — but hardly any 
altera ons to the eatery’s famed 
interior, the restaurateur behind 
the fast food franchise told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

Raymond Chera says he will 
maintain the 1890s atmosphere 
of fame d Fulton Street steak and 
seafood eatery. 

“We are working very hard to 
preserve everything in the space,” 
said Chera, who is planning to 
open about 40 other Arby’s fran- 
chises around the city. 

“It’s an opportunity to take 


advantage of one of the most 
beautiful interiors in Brooklyn 
and bring it back to life.” 

The building and its interior 
— which boasts arched mirrors, 
chandeliers, red cherry wood 
paneling, and 36 famous gas 
lamps — are city landmarks, 
so when the restaurant transi- 
tions changes from classy surf 
to grab-and-go turf, there can’t 
be too many modifications. 

Chera’s plans to install sup- 
plemental lighting, signage, and 
a counter might be a concern 
for the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 

“The Commission needs to 
see that [the counter] won’t have 
an impact,” said Commission 
spokeswoman Lisi De Bour- 


The site of the future Arby’s, 
where Gage and Tollner oper- 
ated from 1892 until it closed, 
has proven to be a problematic 
location for new restaurants. 

T.G.I. Friday’s opened at the 
site in 2004 and shut down three 
years later. This summer, plans 
to open abranch of the legendary 
Harlem soul food eatery Amy 
Ruth’s went belly up. 

But the man who closed 
Gage and Tollner said that Ar- 
by’s might have what it takes to 
survive on Fulton Street. 

“It’s a shame it’s going to be 
fast food in that beautiful, beau- 
tiful room, but it’s not a place 
where upscale [restaurants] can 
survive,” said Joseph Chirico. 

“Maybe fast food can make 


"They think because it's 
a historical building an 
Arby's can't go in? It's 
a business. The person 
paying the rent should 
have that choice. 

Bruce Jacobs, Queens 



"They should keep it 
classy and keep its his- 
tory alive. Emon Almonte, 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 
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BLOOMBERG 

NYC 


In these difficult times, we need 
an independent, honest leader like 
Mike Bloomberg to keep New York 
moving forward. 


Join Mike Bloomberg s Team. Volunteer today. 


"Mike Bloomberg is honest 
and he's effective. We need 
him to stay at City Hall." 

— Paul Sternblitz, 
Brooklyn 


Volunteer today. Log on to 

www.mikebloomberg.com 


Paid for by Bloomberg for Mayor 2009, Inc. 





Experience 
our world! 


Apple Vacations Certified Agent, 
ruises, honeymoons, and last-minute geta 

Hablamos Espanol 

521 5 th Ave, Park Slope 

(718) 499-6144 . MonteliTravel.con 


COFFEES, 
TEAS, HERBS, 
SPICES & 
SUNDRIES 

TWO FOR THE POT 

SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN SINCE 1973 

200 CLINTON STREET AT ATLANTIC AVENUE 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 718-855-8173 



Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

^ n 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

Hi 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

]2 J DOUfjlcISS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 




STAIR LIFTS 

FREE Estimate 
and in-home A A ^ t - ■ * 1 

consultation A 111 1 1 1* 

FREE installation 
FREE Delivery 

(f£) DERMER r 

PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

IfflEHWM 2064 Flatbush Ave. (718) 377-4900 
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Name this tune? 

Karaoke bar says board is clueless 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Will it be a flesh joint- 
or just a place to sing your 
favorite Fleshtones song? 
Will there be prostitutes - 
or just a lot of people scream- 

The owners of a planned 
karaoke joint in Bay Ridge 
say their place is the latter — 
but they were nonetheless sty- 
mied on Monday night when 
Community Board 10 voted 
nearly unanimously to nix 
their request for a liquor li- 
cense amid allegations that 
the singalong studio was ac- 
tually a den of prostitution. 

The soon-to-be fin- 
ished video karaoke parlor, 
Crown KTV, is still sched- 

64th Street between Eighth 
and Ninth avenues — and 
supporters believe that the 
board’s vote hinged on amis- 
understand of karaoke cul- 

Crown KTV’s 13 private 
booths will rent for about $20 
per hour and are equipped 
with TV screens that display 
song lyrics. Such facilities are 
quite common in Midtown 
Manhattan, but at least one 
board member was convinced 
they’d be used for prostitu- 



Some residents oppose a karaoke bar, believing 
that booths like this would be used for prostitution. 


“We don’t need no hookers verting the windowless ware- 
here!” the member shouted house into a swank karaoke 
at the March 16 hearing. bar and family-style restau- 
But the men who are con- rant say the only link to pros- 


DUMBO 


titution will be the off-key 
renditions of “Lady Marma- 
lade” coming from singers’ 
voiceboxes. 

“There will be no prosti- 
tution, that is completely in- 
accurate,” said Eric Zheng, 
whose venue is applying to 
sell beer, wine and sake — 
but not hard liquor. “This is a 
karaoke place. People come 
here, they sing and they have 
a good time. These kinds of 
places are really common.” 

Some board members 
hooked their objection to 
the proximity of PS 69 on 
Ninth Avenue. 

But Zheng’s attorney told 
The Brooklyn Paper that the 
board was misguided. 

“They are suspicious and 
they are just hanging their hat 
with some theory that it’s too 
close to a school,” he said. 
“But that’s like saying that a 
restaurant with a wine license 
would be dangerous close to 
a school. It’s almost laugh- 
able.” 

The State Liquor Author- 
ity will make the final rul- 
ing on the license. 

The board’s lone voice in 
support of the karaoke club 
said the landslide vote leaves 
the neighborhood looking 
closed-minded. 

“There was a cultural issue 
that needed to be addressed, 
and I don’t think it was ad- 
dressed,” saidRon Gross. “To 
say on the one hand that we 
are an accepting community, 
and then to not take that into 
consideration when making 
a decision — that’s incon- 
gruous.” 


DUMBO about to get PO’d 



By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

DUMBO is finally asserting its mail 
power. 

The neighborhood down under the 
Manhattan Bridge overpass — famous 
for its small craft manufacturers, art- 
ists, media companies and light indus- 
tries (and the packages they create) — 
will get its first post office. 

And the even better news? No postal 
workers to be disgruntled! 

In the next few weeks, the UnitedStates 
Postal Service will open an unmanned 
“automated postal center” onFrontStreet 
between Washington and Adams, a facil- 
ity that features electronic equipment for 
self-service mailing and stamp buying. 

This may not sound like much, but 
the center will replace long treks to the 
unpopular main post office on Cadman 
Plaza and an exhaust-belching mobile 
post office that makes sporadic visits 
to Front Street. 

In other words, this is a red letter 


day in DUMBO. 

“It’s a major step in building this 
community,” said Kate Kerrigan of the 
DUMBO Improvement District, which 
sought such a center for three years. 

Andrea Burroughs, a spokeswoman 
for the postal service, said that the much- 
maligned mail agency created the facil- 
ity because “of the tremendous [popu- 


lation] growth in DUMBO. 

Postal service has been talked about 
for years. The Brooklyn Paper reported 
in July, 2007, that the Postal Service 
had taken out an ad seeking a lease 
for a 1,000-square-foot storefront. The 
story also reported that the center “could 
open by next year.” 

That turned out to be optimistic. 


WILLIAMSBURG 


“Weil yive you n&zMut <u*u£e! 

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 

$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 

(Any service over $1 50 until 3/30/09) 



■Metal-free fillings -Braces 
'Root canals -Invisalign 

r*l • Crowns & bridges -Toothwhitei 

*** -Implants 


•Nitrous sedation 


Siyuaturie StniCe 

General & Cosmetic Dentistry 

100 Pineapple Walk • Brooklyn Heights 
718-246-5677 

Open Late Tues.Wed&Fri • Sathours available 


LEARN TO 

DRIVE! 


Get your driver’s license fast & easy! 



Discount package 
plans 

Dual-controlled 

cars 

Fast road test 
appointments 
DMV testing 
Cars for road test 


No permits or test required to enroll ! CBEI 
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED 


Point insurance reduction course 

Save 10% on insurance. 
Reduce 4 points from driving record. 




CLINTON HILL 

ANIMAL CLINIC 

Announces its new location 
at 476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

(718) 623-3999 

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 


Fill condos with renters? 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Finding an apartment in 
Williamsburg just because a 

A group of North Brook- 
lyn residents are negotiating 
with the owners of struggling 
buildings that are now seek- 
ing renters instead of buyers 
— scoring themselves dis- 
counted rents and giving ail- 
ing developers a chance to 
raise some revenue. 

“These buildings are va- 
cant, so why not try to get ev- 
eryone to move back?” said 
Zev Eisenberg, one of the 
founders of the Williamsburg 
Buyback, an online group. 

The organization aims 
to link would-be tenants — 

Eisenberg among them — 
with cash-strapped develop- 
ers who would consider cutting 
the renters adeal if they moved 



in en masse. Then the inter- 
ested tenants would sign cut- 
rate leases and start renting as 
soon as the developer is ready 
to house them. 

“You can’t really go up to 
a landlord and say, ‘Hey, can 
I get a deal?’ — but when I 
tell these guys I can fill their 
building in a week, they get 


a bit more interested,” said 
Eisenberg. 

His timing may be good. 

A condo-building craze 
transformed North Brook- 
lyn during the boom, but 
the fiscal collapse has stag- 
nated the Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint markets, bringing 
severe price cuts to high pro- 


file condo developments in- 
cluding N orthside Piers, and 
forcing the builders behind the 
Magic Johnson-funded Virid- 
ian to file for bankruptcy. 

The Williamsburg Buy- 
back has not reached any 
deals with developers, but 
the group claims to be in- 
volved in negotiations with 
four developers for building- 
wide rent cuts of $100 or more 
per month. 

In this market, the scheme 
just might work, according to 
North Brooklyn broker Her- 
bert Kliegerman. 

“Anything is possible,” he 
said. “The only issue might 
be that the developer might 
have too much money in the 
deal to be able to sustain the 
financing with rentals. . . . But 
then again, it’s always better 
to have money now than in 
the future.” 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Garage plan in ruins? 

Tenants hope relics will halt project 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Opponents of a controver- 
sial plan to build a garage 
in the courtyard of an his- 
toric Brooklyn Heights apart- 
ment complex are hoping that 
a blast from the past will put 
the brakes on the project. 

Residents of the 1 19-year- 
old Riverside Apartments 
have long fought against the 
developer’s plans to build a 
garage topped with a garden 
behind their landmarked Jo- 
ralemon Street building, and 
they say that old New York 
heirlooms and relics buried 
beneath the courtyard could 
be their last chance to halt 
the construction of the 90- 
car garage. 



Workers discovered the 
foundation of a prior 
structure. 


“We are hoping and pray- 
ing that they find something 
that will stop it,” said Wil- 
liam Ringler, chair of the Riv- 


erside Tenant’s Association, 
which previously opposed an 
above-ground incarnation of 
the garage that the city bur- 
ied last spring. 

s> A March 13 excavation 
1 didn’t uncover anything 
1 earth-shattering — or even 
“ identifiable, experts said. 

» “Our maps revealed that 
£ there might be kilns from an 
1 18th-century distillery, but 
1 what we found is a footing 
• — but it’s nothing that would 
^ historicallyknockyoursocks 
off,” said project archeologist 
Joan Geismar. 

Mike Berfield, a represen- 
tative for the landlord, Joel 
Weiner, told The Brooklyn 
Paper that the discovery of the 
brick foundation would not 
preempt excavation for the ga- 


rage behind the 157-unit com- 
plex built by famed philan- 
thropist Alfred T. White. 

“Nothing has been found 
so far that is historically sig- 
nificant,” he said. 

It is exceedingly rare for ar- 
cheological findings to stand 
in the way of development 
projects, as they did when ex- 
cavators uncovered an Afri- 
can burial ground on the site 
of aplanned office ttuiiamg in 
Lower Manhattan in 1991. 

The conflict over the garage 
stems from the 1990s, when 
a judge froze rents for some 
Riverside tenants after a pre- 
vious building owner paved 
over much of the building’s 
once landscaped courtyard. 

By building a garden atop 
the parking garage — which 
the builders claim is widely 
needed inBrooklynHeights — 
the landlord might be able to 
abolish the discounted rents. 

But some tenants say that 
the garage would just add pol- 
lution and noise to the neigh- 
borhood. 


CLINIC HOURS: 
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Closed Sun 
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Get a mailbox 
with benefits 

• A real address, not a P.O.Box 

• Package notification 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• Only $25 per month! 


The UPS Store 



Fresh veggies can't be 'beet!' 



Vegetables • Climbers • Perennials • Botanical Favorites 
Organics • Cook’s Companion Herbs • Wildflowers 


yn/fF ^f&UP We Appreciate Your Business! 
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HOUSEWARES ' 


85 COUrt St rGGt in Downtown Brooklyn 
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Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

There were two scary mug- 
gings at the F-train station at 
York Street in DUMBO last 
week, including a knifepoint 
crime on March 9 and a gun- 
point theft on March 12. 

In the first crime, a thug 
held a knife against the throat 
of a teenager as he left the 
station’s lone exit at the cor- 
ner of Jay Street at around 4 
pm, taking the 15-year-old’s 
Sidekick phone. 

Three days later, a gunman 
stalked a 28-year-old woman 
and followed her after she left 
the station at around 11 pm. 

He pounced when she got to 
the corner of York and Bridge 
streets, showing off the firearm 
and demanding her stuff. 

She handed over her bag, 
which contained $40. 

Unholy crime 

A thief swiped the wallet 
of an employee of St. Francis 
College on Remsen Street on 
March4 when the worker went 
to the store for a 2 pm break. 

Upon her return, the 
26-year-old woman discovered 
that her wallet was gone from 
the secured locker in which 
she had place it. A half hour 
later, the wallet mysteriously 
reappeared, but it was devoid 
of $5 and various cards. 

Two weeks later, a similar 
crime occurred at the F. Mar- 
tinella Deli on Court Street be- 
tween State Street and Atlantic 
Avenue, when a worker said 
that her locker had been busted 


aged thugs suspected of 
roughhousing a 47-year-old 
when he refused to turn over 
his wallet on March 15. 

The crooks demanded 
money as the victim walked 
down Varet Street between 
Bushwick Avenue and White 
Street at around 5:50 pm. 

When the victim de- 
clined to fork over his cash, 
the teens punched him in the 
face and snatched his Black- 
berry phone. 

Police apprehended the al- 
leged thieves later that eve- 
ning. — Ben Muessig 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Alligator bite 

Crooks heisted $ 1 ,700 from 
a popular Franklin Street wa- 
tering hole on March 8. 

The thieves broke into 
the Alligator Lounge and 
grabbed the cash from a 
register in a storage closet 
between 6:15 pm and 3 am, 
when workers discovered that 
the dough was missing. 

Many employees at the bar, 
which is near the corner of 
Franklin Street and best known 
for serving free pizzas with ev- 
ery drink purchase, have access 
to the register, cops said. 

Though not reflected on 
the police report, the pizzas 
are excellent. 

iPod touched 

Cops nabbed a thug sus- 
pected of ambushing a 
26-year-old and snatching 
his cellphone on March 9. 

The crook and an accom- 
plice confronted the victim on 
Manhattan Avenue near the 
comer of ConselyeaStreet and 
punched him in the head. 

“What you got?” one of 
the crooks asked, as he pil- 
fered the victim’s pockets for 
an iPod Touch and a Nokia 
cellphone. 

After the mugging.the thugs 
ran — but they didn’t get far 
before police locked up one 
of the alleged assailants. 

Not so Civic 

Greenpoint car thieves 
have a thing for old Honda 
Civics, heisting the depend- 
able sedan in at least two sep- 
arate instances overnight on 
March 1 1. Here are the shock- 
ing details: 

• Crooks hotwired a green 
1996 Civic and drove it away 
from its spot on West Street 
near the corner of Java Street 
between 7:30 pm and 8 pm 
the next evening. 

• A gray 1994 Civic was 
swiped from the comer ofWest 
and Quay streets sometime be- 
tween 9 pm and 9 pm the fol- 
lowing night, leaving behind 
only shards of glass where the 
Japanese-made car was once 
parked. — Ben Muessig 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Target snatch 

A deft purse-snatcher 
robbed three women in Tar- 
get on Flatbush Avenue while 
their shopping carts were mo- 
mentarily unattended on the 
afternoon of March 15. 

The first filching occurred 
at 2:30 pm when a 30-year- 
old woman said someone stole 
her cellphone, debit card and 
driver’s license from her cart 
while she bent down to look 
at a pair of shoes. 

An hour and a half later at 
the same store, a woman, 32, 
said a thief took her purse, 
containing two cellphones and 
$1,300, when she retrieved 
some items from a shelf. 

Moments later, another 
woman said her pocketbook 
was taken. She reported los- 
ing $300 and her cellphone. 

Quiet riot 

A burglar broke into and 
looted a Clinton Avenue home 
on March 9 while residents 
were sleeping. 

Residents of the town- 
house, between Lafayette 
and Greene avenues, told 
police they were asleep be- 
tween 2:30 and 8:30 am (the 
nerve!). When an 88-year-old, 
third-floor tenant awoke, she 
discovered that her front and 
back doors were open. A little 
later, she noticed that some- 
one had rummaged through 
a dresser, but had apparently 
not taken anything. 

But a woman who lived up- 
stairs was not as lucky, as the 
thief stole her CD player, some 
Louis Vuitton and Coach bags, 
an assortment of jewelry, Nike 
sneakers and a computer. 

Two bad 

Two similar muggings 
marred the morning of March 
9 in Fort Greene. 

At 9:30 am, two teens tar- 
geted a man, 28, at the cor- 
ner of Myrtle and Vanderbilt 
avenues. One said, “Give us 
everything you got,” so the 
victim offered $50 from his 
wallet. But when the punks 
insisted that he give every- 
thing from his wallet, as well 
as his iPod, the victim cursed 
and the duo ran off. 

Adelphi Street, between 
DeKalb and Lafayette ave- 
nues, two teen troublemak- 
ers — likely the same kids, 
butnow armed withaknife — 
ordered a 26-year-old man to 
empty his pockets. The victim 
offered what he had, but the 
crooks didn’t take anything. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


swiped from a secured locker 
at a gym at the corner of Jo- 
ralemon and Court streets. 

She told cops that she was 
exercising from 10:45 pm un- 
til 11:45 pm. 

Before she could cancel 
her cards, they had already 
been used, she told cops. 

ByePhone 

A pickpocket swiped a 
woman’s iPhone from her 
pocket on Joralemon Street 
on March 13. 

The woman told cops that 
she was between Court and 
Clinton streets at around 3:30 
pm when the thief bumped 
into her and made the pick. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


Park Slope 

New burg city 

The Slope was a burglar’s 
playground last week, as at 
least four houses were hit. 
Here’s a roundup: 

• A thief broke into a base- 
ment apartment on Carroll 
Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues that had been 
occupied by an old lady who 
recently died. The woman’s 
son, 47, told cops that the thief 
broke into his mother’s for- 
mer abode sometime over- 
night on March 10, then went 
upstairs to help himself to a 


jewelry box containing about 
$700 in baubles. 

• Sometime between 
March 1 1 and 13, a thief en- 
tered — though apparently 
withoutforce — aFourthAv- 
enue apartment and stole a 
laptop, a digital camera and 
$40. That unit is between 
Warren and Baltic streets. 

• In the early hours of 
March 12, a woman’s son 
broke into her home on 
11th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues, stole 
her credit card, and left — 
but he was later arrested. 

• A Union Street hom- 
eowner waited more than 
three months to report that 
his $6,000 gold ring had been 
stolen, police said. 

The woman summoned 
cops on March 3 to report that 
the ring disappeared sometime 
between Oct. 16 and Nov. 21 
from the home between Sev- 
enth and Eighth avenues. 

She gave cops a vivid de- 
scription of two suspects, who 
had worked for a cleaning ser- 
vice that had once been inside 
the woman’s apartment. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Three-peat 

A burglar looted three 
apartments in a Fourth Place 
building and tried to break 
into a fourth on March 9. 

The intruder struck around 
11:25 am, knocking on two 
doors in the bn " “ 

Clinton and Court sti 
asking, “Is Joe there?” 

Neither resident let the man 
in, but moments later, there 
was several loud bangs com- 
ing from another floor, and one 
neighbor saw amanwithaduf- 
fel bag running on the stairs. 

In one of the thefts, the 
thief stole an iPod and a 
DVD box set of the popular 
hit comedy, “The Office,” the 
Steve Carrell-loving 29-year- 
old victim told police. 

The37-year-old woman who 
lived next door said the crook 
took her black pearl necklace, 
pearlearrings,awatch, her lap- 
top and a digital camera. 

The last apartment he 
raided was on the fourth floor. 
The two women, 26 and 35, 
reported losing two laptops. 

Missing digit 

Aprowler broke intoaCourt 
Street apartment on March 9 
and stole a digital camera. 

The 32-year-old resident 
said he was not in his apart- 
ment, near the corner of Lu- 
quer Street, from 8:35 am 
to 7:10 pm. The burglar ap- 
peared to break in through 
the front door. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Dog gone shame 

A thieving energy company 
employee heistedapooch from 
aRodney Street apartment on 
March 6, cops said. 

The duplicitous door-to- 
door salesman, who, accord- 
ing to police reports, worked 
for the gas company IDT, rang 
the bell at around 1 pm. 

When the victim answered 
the door, his silver-haired toy 
Yorkshire terrier ran into the 
hallway. 

The resident dismissed the 
sales rep, but when salesman 
left, the 5 -year-old dog disap- 
peared. Witnesses spotted the 
suspect struggling to conceal 
abulge under his jacket as he 
exited the apartment building, 
which is between South Fourth 
and South Fifth streets. 

Door-ringers for IDT have 
become a notorious presence 
in the South Slope and other 
neighborhoods as they have 
fanned out and allegedly 
scammed people into switch- 
ing to their service. Their tac- 
tics have been widely doc- 
umented by neighborhood 
blogs, such as the late great 
Gowanus Lounge. 

Junk food 

Thieves snatcheda35-year- 
old woman’s wallet as she 
dined at the classy Broadway 
eatery Dressier on March 13 
— and usedher credit cards to 
buy fast food, police said. 

The crooks pilfered the vic- 
tim’s purse between 9:30 pm 
and 12:30 am and fled with 
her credit cards and a driver’s 
license. Once the pickpock- 
ets escaped from the fancy 
restaurant, which is between 
Bedford and Driggs avenue in 
hardly fancy S outh Williams- 
burg, they purchased $40 of fast 
food and a $40 Metrocard. 

Tech take 

Crooks heisted costly elec- 
tronics fromaSouth First Street 
apartment on March 13, while 
the resident was at work. 

The thieves broke in be- 
tween 2 and 5 pm and grabbed 
two laptops, aTreo cellphone, 
and a charger before fleeing 
from the apartment, which 
is between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue. 

Varet violence 

Cops nabbed three teen- 


Recycling one 
aluminum can 
saves enough 
energy to 
run a TV for 
three hours. 


F-ing scary muggings 


MINI CONVERTIBLE PREVIEW EVENT 
March 21st, 10am - 4pm 

The all-new, 172-HP MINI Cooper S Convertible. 
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into and her wallet taken. 

She said the stuff — which 
included $140 and various 
cards — was secure at 10 am, 
but gone when she returned 
after her 10-hour shift. 

Bad wheels 

A thief took a nearly de- 
cade-old Saturn from a park- 
ing spot at the comer of Hicks 
and Cranberry streets on Feb. 
21, its owner told cops. 

The 37-year-old driver 
told cops that the car disap- 
peared between 7:30 am and 
5 pm, when he knocked off 
for the day. He did not report 
the crime until March 10. 

Gym rats 

It’s a Police Blotter staple 

— theworkoutwalletswipe — 
but this one has a twist: the vic- 
tim did not lock his valuables 
while sweating in the gym. 

The 55-year-old exercise 
buff told police that he en- 
tered the YMCA on Atlantic 
Avenue between Court Street 
and Boerum Place at around 
3 pm on Feb. 17 and put all 
his clothes in a locker. He ex- 
erted himself for an impres- 
sive three and a half hours 
and returned to find that his 
wallet, which contained $40 
and credit cards, was gone. 

He reported the crime 
a month later because he 
wanted to wait to see if the 
credit cards had been used, he 
told cops. The Mastercard had 

- to the tune of $2,000. 

In an incident related only 

by the sweat involved, another 
workout fiend finished a reg- 
imen on March 1 1 to discover 
that her belongings had been 
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Nurses seek help 


By Dustin Seplow 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Nurses took to the street 
in front of New York Meth- 
odist Hospital on Monday to 
demand a beefed-up nursing 
staff to alleviate what they 
said is a patient-to-nurse ra- 
tio that is twice the industry 
standard. 

The nurses’ contract — 
which mandates one nurse 
for a maximum of six patients 
— expired on Sunday night, 
so staffers picketed the Park 
Slope institution the next day, 
complaining that the hospital 
employs one nurse for every 
10 patients. 

“For the past six years, 
we’ve had nurse-patient ra- 
tios in our contracts, but the 
hospital never complied,” said 
Allyson Selby, a nurse at the 
Sixth Street hospital. 

“The right amount of staff- 
ing does equate to an increase 
in patient care,” said Selby. 

A hospital spokeswoman 
disagreed that more nurses 


mean better treatment for 
patients. 

“Recent research has 
demonstrated that staff- 
ing ratios do not necessar- 
ily guarantee better care 
or outcomes,” said Lyn 
Hill, the hospital spokes- 
woman. “Staffing is only 
one of many factors that 
can be measured to eval- 
uate patient care.” 

A review of a state 
health database suggests 
that Hill has some statisti- 
cal basis to back her up. 

Given an average nurse 
salary of $100,000 with 
benefits, “thehospital [can- 
not] sustain an increase in 
the staffing of registered 
nurses,” Hill added. 

The nurses’ union said 
that times are tough on 
hospitals everywhere, but 
added that “Methodist is 
unique in its higher pa- 


Nurses at New York tient-to-nurse ratios,” said 



Methodist Hospital hit 
the streets on Monday. 


T time in Ridge 


Bay Ridge is a 
as easy as crossing your T’s. 

The city is giving drivers a 
green light to park in front of 
curb cuts at T intersections - 
so long as they are not marked 
with crosswalks, stop lights or 
other traffic signals. 

The move, pushed by 
Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge), will create 
more than 50 new spots at 
three-way intersections in 
the parking-starved neigh- 
borhood. 

Traffic cops will no longer 
be on the prowl along Shore 
Road between 60th Street and 
99th Street, issuing $165 sum- 
monses so long as spots are 
“not marked with a crosswalk 
and not controlled by all-way 
stop signs or traffic signals,” 
saidDepartment of Transpor- 
tation spokesman Scott Gas- 

Gentile, who tried to get 
such legislation in 2006, was 
pleased. 

“This new rule will make 
dozens of new spots avail- 
able at locations that aren’t 
currently safe for pedestrian 
crossing, so this really is a 
win-win for our neighbor- 
hood,” said Gentile. 

When Ridgites started re- 
ceiving costly tickets forpark- 
ing in front of the sloped side- 
walks, Community Board 10’s 
office was inundated with calls, 
according to District Manager 
Josephine Beckmann. 

“There was outrage because 
they weren’t marked and you 
couldn’t tell you were doing 
something wrong,” she said. 
“This is really a big victory.” 

But not all Bay Ridge res- 
idents are celebrating. 

Wheelchair user Jean Ryan 
is furious that cars will be 
able to obstruct certain side- 
walk ramps. 

“When a car block a curb 
cut, I won’t be able to cross the 
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street,” said Ryan. “They say 
it wouldbe dangerous for any- 
one to cross there, but that’s 
patronizing to us. We can look 
both ways and cross just like 
anyone else.” 


negotiator, Elaine 
Charpentier. 

She added that the just- 
expired contract wasn’t 
worth the paper it was 
printed on because its 
nurse-patient guidelines 
went unenforced. 

“We w 

quence for short staffing 
that doesn’t fall just on the 
nurse,” said Charpentier. 

It’s not the first time 
that staffing levels at the 
hospital have made head- 
lines. Last year, the hospi- 
tal said it would add staff 
in its ER after hearing 
complaints on the Park 
Slope Parents Web site. 



Hairy win for 
these heroes 


He survived a freak fire 
that ignited his impresively 
full beard — yet Steve “Leon” 
Lutz still went on to win the 
gold at last week’s Beard and 
Moustache Championship. 

And Lutz’s was not the 
only epic performance on 
display at Public Assembly 
club, which attracted 86 hir- 
sute heroes and a crowd of 
hundreds for the annual battle 
for facial hair supremacy. 

Kevin Byrne (right) also 
overcame hurdles of his own 
to win best patchy beard. 

The 22-year-old withstood 
months of criticism as he pre- 
pared for the competition in 
this most-maligned of cat- 
egories — but he wouldn’t 
“clean up” his uneven fuzz. 

“People were always mak- 
ing fun of my patchy beard 
and saying it was dirt on my 
face,” he said. “But it was 
worth it in the end — I got 
the gold.” 

But it was Lutz’s story 
that earned the admiration 


of those with maned mandi- 
bles — and the people who 
love them. 

After the allegedly acci- 
dental fire, Lutz (left) shaved 
his chin for the first time in 
15 months and styled the re- 
maining scruff into a “Gangs 
of New York”-inspired style 
with thick mutton chops and 
a waxed moustache. 

He won best sideburns — 
an amazing comeback. 

“I’m just glad it didn’t get 
rid of my hair entirely,” said 
Lutz, 34. 

Otherwinnerssawadeeper 
meaning in the contest. 

“Mustaches are catch- 
ing on, maybe in a tongue 
and cheek kind of way,” said 
Benjamin Davidson (center) 
who won for his handlebar- 
styled ’stache that measures 
nine inches from tip to tip. 

“I’m not sure if people are 
doing it as a joke ortaking it 
seriously,” he said. 

Other winners included 
Nate Stahura (“Reces- 
sion Beard”), Steve “Stoo- 
bie” Cline (goatee), Burke 


Kenny (freestyle), Jack Pas- 
sion (best full natural — well, 
of course!), and Jessica Karcz 
(“Ladies Artificial”). 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


No to MTA bailout 


T hursday morning aboard the 
packed F train from Kensington 
to DUMBO. Commuters are do- 
ing what they do best — accepting then- 
sorry fate — but the crowded condi- 
tions and constant jostling fray the col- 
lective fabric. 

“When I get off this train,” a wom- 
an shouts to no one in particular, “I am 
calling 3-1-1!” 

And therein lies the problem. The 
city’s 311 system handles many things, 
but it cannot help a subway rider’s 
plight. 

That’s because the state, or, more to 
the point, Gov. Paterson, has control over 
the single biggest facet of our urban life. 

At one time, the subway system 
was run by the city government. But 
in the late 1960s, at the city’s behest, 
Albany placed it under the control of 
an authority it had set up to run the 
faltering Long Island Rail Road and 
Metro North commuter rail lines. 

The stated goal was to insulate the 


subway system from city politics — 
but the “cure” has been worse than 
the supposed disease: now the political 
officials who are most responsible for 
the MTA’s dire circumstances are not 
held accountable for them. 

Now, we are at an impasse. The 
MTA claims it needs a 23-percent 
subway and bus fare hike — plus se- 
vere service cuts and deep layoffs — 
to keep the system afloat. That led 
to the usual kabuki dance in Albany 
where officials floated ever-changing 
schemes that included payroll taxes, 
lesser fare hikes and tolls on the East 
and Harlem river bridges. 

This week, top officials of the Envi- 
ronmental Defense Fund came to our 
office to ask us to support those tolls 
as a way of making drivers pay their 
share to keep the transit system afloat. 

We agree that a regional transporta- 
tion system requires contributions from 
all users — drivers, subway and bus rid- 
ers and even pedestrians and bikers (who 


benefit from a good mass transit system) 
— but giving the MTA more money at 
this time is like giving a drunk another 
drink and the keys to the car. 

No new revenue streams — tolls and 
fees that will inevitably be raised as soon 
as the MTA finds intself in another “cri- 
sis” next year — should be created for 
the authority until it is reformed from 
top to bottom. A good start would be to 
fire the existing board, whose members 
rarely get out of their company cars to 
see how the other 90 percent lives, and 
replace it with one whose majority is 
comprised of transit-using urbanites. 

Ideally, these board members 
would be appointed by the mayor — 
who gets blamed for subway and bus 
shortcomings even though he is virtu- 
ally powerless to fix them. 

Which is why that woman on the 
F train on Thursday needs to forget 
about calling 311 and instead call the 
governor and demand a transit agency 
that works for New York City. 



LETTERS 


A Hall 


To the editor, 

I met Bob Guskind a few years 
ago at a community board meeting 
(“Blogger Robert Guskind dead 
at 50,” March 14). Over time, and 
dozens of community meetings 
later, I increasingly enjoyed his 
Gowanus Lounge blog tremen- 
dously as a source of informa- 
tion, a venue for opinions, and 

I particularly loved the sidewalk 

photo that showed how someone 
creatively set up some eclectic 
seating inside one of the city’s 
bus shelters. Priceless stuff! 

Like any great artist, Bob was 
passionate about his work. Blog- 
ging was his medium; a blinking 


Send a letter 


By e-mail: Letters@ 
BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 


returned. The earlier in the week 
you send your letter, the better. 


of Famer offers praise for Guskind 


cursor his blank canvas. What I 
admired most about him was his 
dedication to getting it right. He 
was an utter professional in that 

I hope someone picks up the 
mantle where Bob left off and 
dedicates him or herself to cov- 
ering issues in the Gowanus com- 
munity the way he did. If ever 
there were a community in need 
of coverage, if for no other rea- 
son than to protect its neighbor- 
hood character and uniqueness, 
it would be Gowanus. 

The blogosphere is a bit qui- 
eter and emptier without Bob in 
it. I miss him already. 

Craig Hammerman, 
Park Slope 
The writer is district manager of 
Community Board 6 and a mem- 
ber of the NYC Hall of Fame. 

Larry in chains 

To the editor, 

Your recent editorial on chain 
stores (“Bring big boxes D’town,” 
Feb. 28) could be great news 
for consumers and those out of 
work. 

Construction of a new Wal- 
Mart can provide work for elec- 
trical, plumbing, air conditioning, 
heating and general construction 


contractors, along with subcon- 
tractors to each trade. 

A new Wal-Mart can provide 
employment opportunities for 
hundreds of full- and part-time 
workers. Many students, house- 
wives, heads of single family 
households, senior citizens and 
ordinary people currently out 
of work could find employment 
locally without having to travel 
hours elsewhere. 

All of these companies and 
their employees who would work 

ger-term jobs within, a Down- 
town Wal-Mart are our neigh- 
bors. Income from jobs would 
help pay household bills. Doesn’t 
this make sense given our grow- 
ing local unemployment rate? 

Wal-Mart is the nation’s largest 
private sector employer with over 
1 ,200,000 employees and grow- 
ing each year. Tens of millions of 
Americans, including many New 
Yorkers, own stock in Wal-Mart. 
The same is true for the vari- 
ous retirement and pension plans 
many people participate in. Pro- 
motional opportunities including 
training for higher-paying man- 
agerial positions are common. 

Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn, Council Finance Com- 
mittee Chairperson David We- 


prin and their colleagues continue 
to be the Grinch for New York- 
ers looking for affordable medi- 
cines, children’s clothing, school 
supplies, food and other bargains. 
Why should Weprin and Quinn 
set the rules for who can or can’t 
open a business? 

All public opinion polls have 
consistently shown that New 
Yorkers would welcome the op- 
portunity to shop at Wal-Mart. 
It is time to allow Wal-Mart the 
chance to compete in Brooklyn. 
Let consumers, rather than poli- 
ticians, make the decision what 
to buy and where to shop. 

Larry Penner, 
Great Neck, N.Y. 

Call me Arab 

To the editor. 

Thank you for the balanced 
coverage of the Palestinian protest 
of the Israeli dance troupe per- 
forming at the Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music (“Protest against Is- 
raeli dancers,” March 14). Media 
coverage of Arab concerns tends 
to be dismissive at best and, at 
worst, blatantly hostile. In this 
case, The Brooklyn Paper merely 
covered the story fairly, which is 
all Arabs ever want. 

This member of Brooklyn’s 


Arab-American community 
greatly appreciates the fair treat- 
ment that The Paper showed to 
the protesters and to the story. 

Dave Hall, Boerum Hill 

Assess this! 

To the editor, 

The city has sent me a tax bill 
which says the market value of 
my house is $903,000 and the as- 
sessed value for taxes as $12,236, 
about $1,000 more than last 
year. 

This is nonsense, as there is no 
way I could get the market value 
of my house now, given the De- 
pression that the tax department 
clearly didn’t notice. 

The higher assessed tax value 
means I and everyone else will 
pay higher taxes. This is unac- 

I am a senior citizen living 
on a fixed income with a re- 
tirement portfolio (and we all 
know what has happened to our 
retirement funds in the past three 
months!). 

It’s disgusting to heedlessly 
raise taxes on small homeown- 
ers when the government knows 
perfectly well that it will cause 
hardship. 

To help our budget problems, I 


think all elected officials — city, 
state and federal should have to 
pay part of their health-care costs, 
say 10 percent. 

Maybe then, they would un- 
derstand some of the difficulties 
of managing in this economy. 
Mona Rosner, Williamsburg 

Don’t trust MTA 

To the editor, 

The Metropolitan Transit Au- 
thority has been standing on the 
throat of this city for decades, 
squeezing the economic life- 
blood from this town. 

Worse, it is an irresponsible 
steward of this city’s transporta- 
tion network. It has political mus- 
cle and protection unlike any or- 
ganization in our government. 

Unlike a private enterprise, it 
has no need to constrain its bud- 
get for the purposes of profitabil- 
ity. Unlike a government orga- 
nization, it escapes any kind of 
voter oversite at the ballot box. 
We are all victims of the MTA 
and its reckless use of govern- 
ment funds, and misguided pri- 

The MTA must die if the city 
of New York is to live. 

The MTA is not our friend, 
nor does it respond to our needs. 


It borrows money and leaves the 
bills for the taxpayer and strap- 
hangers. It subsidizes suburban 
growth, and leaves the bill for the 
inner-city working class. It buys 
glitzy toys, like undergro 

und radio systems, a connec- 
tion for the LIRR to Grand Central 
Terminal , a new extension of the 
7 train to the Javits Center, new 
cars with digital signage, eleva- 
tors, and electronic billboards. 

It builds a completely un- 
needed new station complex at 
Fulton Street to bribe politicians 
who can’t figure out how to re- 
build the WTC. 

But the MTA ignores ba- 
sic safety and traffic needs like 
switches and steel rails, station 
maintenance, and subway cars 
with enough signs to know what 
train you’re hoping on without 
needing to look over the platform 
with the train arriving. 

And they spend hundreds of 
millions of dollars to preach to 

Don’t lean over the platform. Don’t 
walk between cars. Pick up your 
trash. Enough. We can’t take it 
anymore. 

Don’t you love the Metrocard? 
Fares can be raised at will with a 
few keystrokes! 

Ruben Safir, Midwood 
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The Brooklyn Paper’s essential 


Borough of Kings 


Sights of the season: 

(Clockwise from left) 
Bussaco chef Kevin 
Adey's roast chicken. 
New blooms at Brook- 
lyn Botanic Garden. 
The strawberry mar- 
garita at Cabana Bar. 
Kickball in McCarren 
Park. Stephen Brown- 
ing's lamb shoulder 
at Flatbush Farm. 
The Little League pa- 
rade in Prospect Park. 


Spring fever 


The calendar 

GO Brooklyn 

E veryone talks about global wanning, 
but no one seems to do anything about 
it. In other words, baby it was cold out- 
side for much of the past four months. 

Finally, however, the calendar says it’s 
the first day of spring — and your tired old 
bones are ready to shake off their rust. 

The GO Brooklyn team knows how you 
feel, so here’s our annual guide to curing 
your upcoming case of spring fever. 

The drink 

Springtime means spring break and 
spring break means margaritas. CabanaBar 
in Park Slope calls its version the “mambo 
fresa,” a concoction of mulled fresh straw- 
berries, lemon and mint that puts the stan- 
dard mix-based ’rita to shame. Blended 
margaritas are available, but, in our ex- 
pertise, stick to them on the rocks. 

Plus, the straw palapa bar at Cabana is 
refreshing like the famed summer breeze 
of that old Seals and Crofts classic. 

Cabana Bar [648 President St., be- 
tween Fifth and Fourth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 399-2161], 

The sound 

The classical musical event of the season 
is a special concert at Bargemusic on April 
2 to mark the 90 th birthday of Olga Bloom, 
the floating venue’s founder. 

“It’s going to be four hours of the great- 
est works ever composed for chamber mu- 
sic in the last 200 or 300 years,” said Mark 
Teskanov, the artistic director. 

The show includes quartets and octets 
by Hayden, Shostakovich, Mendelssohn, 
and a little composer named Beethoven. 

Olga Bloom tribute at Bargemusic [2 
Old Fulton St. near Furman Street, (718) 
624-2083], April 2. Tickets are $90. 

The lamb 

Nothing says spring to some people like 


says it’s time to get out there and play 





Bloomin': The Brooklyn Botanic 
Gardens' famous cherry trees will 
be pink before you know it. 


fresh lamb, preferably a nice shoulder cut, 
braised and accompanied by fiddleheads 
or some other seasonal green. 

That’s why just such a dish has joined 
Stephen Browning’s menu at the aptly 
named Flatbush Farm. 

Browning slow-cooks the lamb shoul- 
der in stock, wine and aromatic vegeta- 
bles until falls off the bone in a delicious 
mound. Then he rolls it, roulade-style, sea- 

lions about two-inches thick. 

“It’s a fresh, simple farm approach,” said 
Browning, who worked at Bayard’s under 
the famed farmer-chef Eberhard Muller. 

The satisfying dish ($22) is all the more 
pleasing with a glass of Malbec. 

Flatbush Farm [76 St. Marks Ave., be- 
tween Sixth and Flatbush avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 622-3276] 


The sights 

After the vernal equinox, it’s the Brook- 
lyn Botanic Garden’s time to shine. 

Even though today is the first day of 
spring, excitement was budding all through 
the week. 

“Our first cherry has popped over the 
last couple of days,” Patrick Cullina, vice 
president of horticulture and science, said 
(yes, he really said that). 

Hanami, the month-long cherry blos- 
som festival kicks off on April 4, and it’s 
the granddaddy of Garden events. But the 
•a magnolias, daffodils and Spanish bluebells 
“ are coming into their own soon, too. 

| Brooklyn Botanic Gardens[1000 Wash- 

“ ing ton Ave. between Crown and Mont- 
£ gomery streets in Prospect Heights, (718) 
1 614-7740] 

| The Park 

Prospect Park’s warm-weather events 
officially begin with the Little League pa- 
rade on April 4 and the return of the Uni- 
verSoul Circus on April 8. 

The parade, ariteofpassage for Brooklyn’s 
young ballplayers, celebrates a purer form 
of the game when the only juice a slugger 
needed came with a straw from his mom. 

UniverSoul Circus is comes back for 
another three-week run in the Wollman 
Rink parking lot with its funky assort- 
ment of acrobats, clowns and a menag- 
erie of animals under the big tent. 

The Little League parade starts at Sev- 
enth Avenue and Carroll Street in Park 
Slope at 10 am on April 4 and ends at 
the Prospect Park bandshell. Tickets for 
UniverSoul are available via Ticketmaster 
at (212) 307-7171 or at the Wollman Rink 
box office. 

The game 

Brooklyn premiere kickball league will 
kick-off its sixth season on the dirt diamonds 
of McCarren Park. The wildly popular 30- 


team league — which has elevated the city 
game to new heights since its start in 2003 
— will celebrate its opening day on May 3 . 
Registration for the season is already closed, 
according to organizer Kevin Dailey, but 
players and fans alike can enjoy the open- 
ing day festivities, which will include lively 
kick-ball action and an appearance by Knicks 
legend John Starks. 

Brooklyn Kickball opening day at Mc- 
Carren Park [Bedford Avenue and North 
12th Street in Greenpoint], 4 pm, May 3. 

The hangout 

When the weather warms, Brooklynites 
head to Habana. Fort Greene’s Habana 
Outpost — an “eco-eatery” known for its 
pedal-powered blender, tasty Cuban sand- 
wiches, and ample outdoor seating — will 
reopen after its annual winter shutdown 
with a kid-friendly Earth Day celebration 
onApril 18and 19. But the opening week- 
end won’t be the only spring festivities at 
the neighborhood hangout. 

Outpost General Manager Darcy Le 
Fleming told The Brooklyn Paper that the 
eatery will be serving its famed slushy 
cocktails and corn on the cob at its al- 
ways raucous block party on May 9. 

Earth Day celebration at Habana Out- 
post [757 Fulton St. at South Portland 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 858-9500], 
noon to 6 pm on April 18 and 19. 

The chicken 

Spring past the cold weather and warm 
your taste buds with the seasonal Ameri- 
can menu at Bussaco. 

“I couldn’t be more excited about spring 
vegetables,” said chef Kevin Adey citing 
an oven-roasted chicken recipe replete 
with peas and asparagus. He also does a 
roasted carrot tortellino that would make 
Bugs Bunny drool. 

Bussaco [833 Union St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
857-8828] 



The Gaul! 

Gustave Caillebotte may be the Rutherford 
B. Hayes of Impressionist painters. True, his 
name might not often be mentioned in the same 
breath as Monet and Renoir, but without this 
canvas jockey, the whole artistic movement 
might never have got- 
ten off the lily pad. 

Now, his art is com- 
ingtotheBrooklynMu- 

Thanks to a fam- 
ily fortune built on that 
most-reliable of 19th- 
century sectors, army uniform manufactur- 
ing, Caillebotte was free to not only indulge 
his limited artistic gifts, but, more important, 
underwrite art world upstarts Camille Pisarro, 
Claude Monet and Auguste Renoir. 

When Caillebotte died in 1894, Impres- 
sionism was still very risque, so the bulk of 
his collection was bequeathed to his one-time 
beneficiary, Renoir. Time and again, the cash- 
strapped artist offered the collection to the 
cash-strapped French government (what else 
is new?), yet was turned down each time. 

By the time the Elysee Palace acted, it was 
too late: the collection had already been sold 
to an American. 

Which explains why you get to see it today. 

"Gustave Caillebotte" at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
March 27-July 5. Admission is $8 ($4, students 
and seniors). — Evan Gardner 



Jacques treat 


Chocolatier Jacques Torres has again made 
mouths water by spilling the beans on his lat- 
est treat: DUMBO’s Willy Wonka is expanding 



under-rated, $2.50 chocolate chip cookies. 

At $5, you’re getting the ice cream for free! 

Fellow sweet sellers told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per that the acclaimed chef’s decision to open 
the ice cream shop would improve the bor- 
ough’s sugary landscape. 

“This is wonderful and exciting,” said Jen- 
nie Dundas, owner of Blue Marble Ice Cream 
in Boerum Hill and Prospect Heights. 

Jacques Torres [66 Water St., between 
Main and Dock streets in DUMBO, (718) 875- 
1269] — Ben Muessig 


HIM J JI.'H 

Hops to it 

Buying beer in Greenpoint is about to be- 
come a gourmet experience. 

Beer expert Ed Raven (pictured) says his newly 
opened Greenpoint Avenue booze boutique Brou- 
werij Lane will share more in common with 
high-class wine stores 
than beer distributors 
or bodegas. 

“Wine shops look 

body does that with 
beer,” said Raven. 

The shelves in the 
spacious beer shop are 
lined with 150 varieties 
of bottled beers from Germany, Belgium, Eng- 
land and the United States. Drinkers looking 
to make a more substantial purchase from the 
brick-walled shop can refill 64-ounce growlers 
from Raven’s 10 taps, which currently feature 
the rich and dry Jever Dark and the Belgian 
amber ale Gruut (growlers cost $10, with a $5 
deposit on the bottle). 

Brouwerij Lane was set to celebrate its grand 
opening on Saturday with a free beer tasting 
and goulash party catered by Fort Greene’s 
Viennese bistro Thomas Beisl. 

Brouwerij Lane [78 Greenpoint Ave. at 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint, no phone] 

— Ben Muessig 






MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5 th AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718 - 788-1137 


LA 

TSQtOTL 

72 7™ AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

< 6 * 


ill The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 


Mac and iPod Repair Data Recovery New Macs for sale 
168 7'" Street and 3 rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 

718-312-8341 



JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 

...at just the right price 


Broiled Pork Chops 

Served with fried green 
plantain chips and salad 

$10.45 



YES! 

Kale Chips 
are back in stock! 

Get them while they last! 


StSst New York Naturals 

tel: 718.230.7094 Organic Market 



Happy Passover 

VISIT OUR EXPANDED 

PASSOVER 

SECTION 

We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 
“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 
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Celebrate Easter 

with us at 

MARCO POLO 





Sunday, April 12, 2009 • Featuring $35.95 Prix Fixe Dinner* 
CHOICE OF APPETIZERS 






CHOICE OF DESSERTS COFFEE OR TEA 



Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015 
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens 

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 

All major credit cards accepted • Free valet parking 



FAMILY ARTS 


at Kingsborough Community College in Brookly 


The David Munnelly Band 
Saturday, March 21 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: $1 0 & $5 (limited) 

For St. Patrick's Day: Traditional Irish 

music & dance for all ages 

"The Irish band to see." — Irish Voice 

UPCOMING FAMILY ARTS SHOWS 



Mar. 14: Paper Bag Players - $10 

Lots of laughs for wee folks! 




Mar. 22: McCollough Sons of Thunder & Hypnotic Brass - FREE! 

Gospel S Jazz: Part of Carnegie Hall presents Honor! 

A Celebration of the African American Cultural Legacy 


April 4: Cut to the Chase - $10 

Off-Broadway sensation: Slapstick comedy for all ages 

April 26: April Fools - $10 

Silent films by Chaplin and more with live music! 

KCC Performing Arts Center • 2001 Oriental Bol 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1 235-2398 


Tickets, info, request a free brochure: 718.368.5596 
Buy tickets online at www.kingsborough.edu/events 




March 21, 2009 



WHERE TO 00 



NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 


SAT, MARCH 21 
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Slam dance 


Whizzing gizmos, flying trapezes, 
rooftop jumps, and revolving 20-foot 
floors — all part of STREB dance com- 
pany’s opening show on March 27. 

Think of the show, titled “Catapult,” 
as a poor man’s Cirque du Soleil. 

“We call it an action event,” saidBobby 
Hedglin, director of the trapeze academy 
at S.L.A.M. (Streb Lab for Action Me- 
chanics), the company’s home on North 
First Street between Kent and Wythe av- 
enues in Williamsburg. 

‘Terformers are spinning and turning 
around on industrial objects and circus 
apparatuses. It’s like extreme acrobat- 
ics. In one segment, dancers are in har- 


nesses so they actually perform verti- 
cally on the wall.” 

Founder and chief choreographer, Eliz- 
abeth Streb, call her the Evel Knievel of 
dance, established the “extreme action” 
S ,L .AM. in 2003, combining dance with 
other disciplines like boxing, rodeo, cir- 
cus and Hollywood stunt-work. 

“She is an action architect,” said 
Hedglin, referring to Streb. “She pushes 
the limits of the human body.” 

With the circus-like atmosphere, au- 
dience members can feel free to move 
around during the show, even watching 
from the trapeze mat. For a $10 char- 
ity donation, they can become “co-pro- 


ducers” of a new series of 10-second 
dances choreographed by Streb. The 
people at S.L .A.M. like to call it “the 
shortest dance with the longest cred- 

The highlight of “Catapult” is the 
“whizzing gizmo,” a seven foot yel- 
low wheel that spins as dancers per- 
form on — and in — it. 

“Catapult" will run March 27-May 
17 at S.L.A.M [51 North First St., be- 
tween Wythe and Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg. (7 18) 384-6491], Tick- 
ets are $20 for adults and $10 for 
children 12 and under. 

— Aisha Gawad 



Shake it for 
Coney 


Jollyship the Whiz Bang (top) and Kissy Kamikaze 
(bottom) will be on hand at the "Save Coney Is- 
land" benefit at the Bell House on March 31. 


One awesome party next 
week might not be enough 
to save Coney Island, but it 
can’t hurt. 

A night of punk rock, DJs, 
burlesque dancers and side- 
show acts - dubbed “Fight 
for Your Right to Coney!” 
— is geared towards rais- 
ing money for Save Coney 
Island, aself-styledadvocacy 
group whose name evokes a 
former amusement area buf- 
feted by the closure of As- 
troland and the shuttering 
of bars and shops along the 
Boardwalk. The group is also 
critical of the city’s plans to 
turn the area into a 24-7-365 
hotel and theme park attrac- 

But you don’t have to 
care about urban planning 
to shake your Coney-maker 
on the last day of March. 

Diana Carlin, the creator 


of Lola Staar’s Dreamland 
Roller Rink near the Board- 
walk, organized the bill that 
headlined by buccaneer band 
Jollyship the Whiz-Bang. 

Also performing are Ty- 
burn Saints, “a dark haunt- 
ing band,” Carlin said, and 
Kissy Kamikaze. 

“They’re a little more 
rowdy, a little punk,” said 
Carlin. 

Prior events have included 
strippers stuffing money into 
their bras — a fitting meta- 
phor for Coney Island, if we 

Coney Island benefit 
party at the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643- 
6510)], Tuesday, March 31, 
7:30 pm. Tickets are $15 at 
the door. For info, visit www. 
fightforyourrighttoconey. 
com. — Mike McLaughlin 


Bite of spring 

Melissa serves up a seasonal treat 


W hen I grew up in upstate New 
York, one of the first signs of 
spring was the emergence of 
rhubarb “knuckles” in the garden. We’d 
put on our rubbers, trek through the 
muddy ground, and use our fingers 
to rake away the dirt. And there they 
would be: the tiny ruby red nubs push- 
ing up bravely through the soil. 

Rhubarb is one of the first spring 
plants ready for harvest in the N orthem 
hemisphere. Related to sorrel and rich 
in vitamin C and fiber, its color can 
range from deep red to pink to green 
with very little difference in flavor, al- 
though I prefer the color that the beau- 
tiful red hue can lend to my dishes. 
Rhubarb has a unique tart flavor that , 
when sweetened with sugar and com- 
bined with raspberries, strawberries, 
cherries or apples, adds a wonderful 
dimension to familiar fruit. 

The best local rhubarb is available 
from mid-April through July, but some 
excellent tender red stalks are already 
showing up at Jim and Andy’sproduce on 
Court Street. Crisp but tender, theirrhu- 
barb is crimson in color, slender, glossy 
and beautiful. 

At Sweet Melissa’s, we use rhubarb 



in jams, muffins, cakes and crumbles, extract and orange zest. I thought the 
and, of course, in strawberry rhubarb rhubarb would further benefit from be- 
pie. But for this recipe, I love the idea of ing paired with fresh raspberries and 
tangy sweetened rhubarb set in a light baked in a cookie-like crust, 
custard that I flavored with pure vanilla It’s a great way to welcome spring. 


Raspberry rhubarb 
custard tart with 
buttery walnut crust 

Makes one 9-inch tart 

FOR THE CRUST 
1/2 cup walnuts, finely chopped 
by hand 

3 tablespoons sugar 
3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1/4 teaspoon salt 

6 tablespoons cold butter, cut 
into small pieces 
1 large egg yolk 

4 teaspoons heavy cream 

Preheat the oven to 350 de- 
grees. 

In a large bowl, combine the 
walnuts, sugar, flour, and salt. Us- 
ing a pastry blender, cut the cold 
butter into the flour mixture until 
the butter is the size of medium 
peas. Make a well in the center of 
the flour mixture. 

In a separate small bowl, com- 
bine the egg yolk and the cream. 
Pour egg mixture into the well and 
toss gently with a fork until all of the 
flour mixture is moistened. Turn out 
onto the work surface and knead 
very briefly by hand to bring the 
dough together. 

Form into a six-inch round flat 
disk, wrap in plastic and refriger- 


ate for 30 minutes. 

Spray a nine-inch fluted tart pan 
with nonstick cooking spray. Lightly 
flour the work surface, and roll 
the dough into an 11-inch round 
and press into the tart pan. Don't 
worry if the dough cracks or breaks, 
it is not a sensitive dough, you 
can patch it together ana re-roll 
if needed. 

Chill the crust for 20 minutes. 
Dock the crust with a fork about 
10 times across the bottom. Bake 
the crust for 20-25 minutes or un- 
til just golden. Set aside to cool 
before filling. 

FOR THE RHUBARB COMPOTE 
1/2 pound fresh rhubarb, leaves 
removed, sliced into 1/2-inch 
pieces (about two cups) 

2 tablespoons butter 
1/2 cup sugar 
Zest of 1/2 orange 

In a medium saucepan, meltthe 
butter. Add the rhubarb, sugar and 
orange zest and cook while gently 
stirring over medium heat until the 
rhubarb is tender, about five min- 
utes. Set aside to cool. 

FOR THE FILLING 
1 cup fresh raspberries 
1 large egg 
1/4 cup sugar 


3/4 teaspoon cornstarch 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
3/4 cup cream 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
Prepared rhubarb compote 

Place the tart crust on a lined 
cookie sheet. Scatter the raspber- 
ries into the bottom of the pre- 
baked crust. Set aside. 

In a medium bowl, combine the 
egg with the sugar, cornstarch and 
salt and whisk until smooth. Stir in 
the cream and vanilla. Gently stir 
the cooled rhubarb compote into 
the custard and mix to blend thor- 
oughly. Pourthe mixture over the 
raspberries into the tart shell. 

Bake for 40-45 minutes or until 
set. Cool to room temperature and 
dust with powdered sugar and ad- 
ditional fresh raspberries for gar- 
nish before serving. May be served 
at room temperature or chilled. 

Melissa Murphy is the chef/ 
owner of Sweet Melissa Patisserie 
[175 Seventh Ave., between First 
and Second streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 502-9153; 276 Court St., 
between Butler and Douglass 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
855-3410], Full menu at www. 
sweetmelissapatisserie.com. 


A Mattress Is The Most Important Purchase Of Your Lifetime... You Spend 1 /3 Of Your Life In Bed. 


Multi- Million Dollar 

MATTRESS EVENT 

GOING ON NOW 


With Incredible Savings On 


FLOOR SAMPLES 
ONEOF AKIND ITEMS 
CLEARANCE - OVERSTOCK 
NEW MODELS ARRIVING DAILY 

COME IN EARLY FOR 
THE BEST SELECTION 

WHEN THEY'RE GONE 
THEY'RE GONE! 



Extra Coupon Savings 1 

$100 

$200 

Off 

Off 

Sleep/s Everyday 
Low Prices 

Minimum $499 purchase 

| Sleepy's Everyday 

| Minimum $999 purchase 

$300 

$400 

Off 

Sleepy's Everyday 
Minimum $1499 purchase 

Off 

Sleep/s Everyday 
1 Low Prices 

| Minimum $1 999 purchase 



The Mattress 


Next Day Delivery - When You Want It ! 5 

limit quantities - 1 per customer. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos t 


| Road conditions permitting. Available on in stock models. Delivery fees apply. Excluding Holidays , store pick- 
■ ups & Thursdays All models available for purchase and may not be on display. Sleepy’s reserves the right to 
jt responsible for typographical errors. Photos are for illustration purposes only. "Cannot be combined with any other advertised or discounted offer. Previous 
to Stearns & Foster,® Tempur-Pedic ,® Comforpedic ,® Trueform® or Body Diagnostics™/Sleep To Live® models. Final price is reduced by extra coupon savings. 

For the nearest location CALL 1(800) SLEEPYS sleepys.com Over 50 Years • 700 Locations FINANCING 
Showroom Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10am to 9 pm, Sunday 11am to 7pm EWE E T’irt ©2009 SINT, LLC. AVAILABLE 
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'Bus’ breaks down 

The Gallery Players’ Inge revival is a crash site 


By Mike McLaughlin 


D 



’t bother waiting at “Bus 
| Stop” at the Gallery Players 
- just hit the gas and keep 
on going. 

The string of hit shows this season 
by the inimitable Park Slope theater 
company broke down with this re- 
vival of the William Inge play about 
passengers on a long-distance bus 
ride in 1955 who spend the night in 
a bus stop in Kansas when a bliz- 
zard closes the highway. 

It wasn’t the theatrical equivalent 
of a 10-car pileup, but it felt a little 

^™Wp l0Ck Bra d Lewandowski, Shawn Parsons and Alisha Spielmann ii 

CproblcLarcrorcdmthc "Bus Stop," now through March 29 at the Gallery Player- 


The 


The other main current was 
weird and pointless, frankly. Dr. 
Lyman (John Blaylock), the tip- 
pling academic , and Emma Duck- 
worth (Rebecca Dealy), a teenage 
waitress pure as the driven snow 
outside the diner, have an instant 
rapport and captivate each other’s 
is. But their friendship 
: to be, because the pro- 
las a few too many (plus, a 
history!) .He slinks back to 
in flaw is a predictable the bus and Emma, whom Dealy 
Bo Decker (Brad Lewan- plays too earnestly even for Kan- 
sas, learns almost nothing despite 
the obvious. 


THEATER 


Stop" at Gallery Players 


P Ma k rc S h°1 P 9- 


play itself. The marooned charac- 
ters are mildly appealing misfits 
— picture a slightly m 


>n the prairie. There’s a professor lot further than Ginger ever did), 
redysfunc- (but he’s alcoholic). There’s a sul- There’s a bullying cowboy and his 
tionalGilligan’s Island cast trapped try nightclub singer (who goes a sidekick (think the Skipper and his 


plotli 

dowski), the young wrangler 
experienced in 
matters of the 
heart, is trying 
to force Cherie 
(Alisha Spiel- 
man), the cab- 

Alongtheway, 

S heleamsthehardwaythatyoucan’t fete. He could walk into any fresh- 
5 make someone love you, while she man lecture hall in the country and 
learns that a husband doesn’t have fool every student that he was the 
to be glamorous, he can actually hail actual professor, 
from Montana. Gee, that’s apower- My only question is why the Gal- 
ful lesson. lery Players chose this snorer for 

There’s not much material here this year’s season. Let’s hope things 
for the actors to sink their teeth into, get back on track with “Tommy,” 
Lewandowski and Spielman are re- the Who’s rock opera that’s next 
liable in their roles, but too sud- on the schedule. 


BROOKLYN 


Nightlife 



C - JR 

m 
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>- 


What are they 
thinking? Teleki- 
nesis will play the 
Bell House on 
March 28. Say Hi 
For more Brooklyn Nightlife (formerly Say Hi to 
options, see our listings at Your Mom) head- 
BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife lines the show. 
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TROPICAN A'S GOURMET GETAWAY 


Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 

F0RECL0SURE 9 PREVEN- 
TION WORKSHOP: Free. 6 

pm. CAM BA [884 Flatbush 

Flatbush, (718) 282-2500], 
www.camba.org. 

FILM, "THE PARSON'S 
WIDOW" AND "ONCE 
UPON A TIME": Live piano 
accompaniment by Donald 
Sosin. $11.7 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

LENTEN LECTURE SERIES: 
Carole M. Eipers speaks on 
spiritual topics. $10. 7:30 
pm. Churcn of the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary [55 Cranberry St. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 625-1161]. 

THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS 
OF REB NACHMAN: 
Mishael Zion speaks about 
the Hasidic teacher. Free. 
7:30 pm. Union Temple of 
Brooklyn [17 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Plaza Street and 


THURS, MARCH 26 


VIDEO ART: "Night A.I.R.," by 


Hill, (718) 875-3677], www. 
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, "BUS STOP": 8 pm. 
See Saturday, March 21. 

THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
8|,m. See Saturday, March 

JAZZ: Randy Sandke and 
friends. $25 ($20 seniors, 
$15 students). 8 pm. Barge- 
music [Fulton Ferry Land- 
ing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www. 


First St. between Wythe 
liamsburg^(718) 384-6491], 
See 9 DAYS on page 1 1 


TUES, MARCH 24 


MON, MARCH 23 


SUBARU 


WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD! 


WED, MARCH 25 


odist Hospital [263 Seventh 
Ave. between Fifth and 
Sixth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 246-8603]. 

READING, DARCEYSTEINKE: 
Author of "Easter Every- 
where." Free. 4:30 pm. 

St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St. between Court 
and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights], www. 
stfranciscollege.edu. 

LEGAL ISSUES OF AGING: 
Information on advance 
directives, asset protection, 
buying long term care 
insurance and patients' 
rights. Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bar Association [123 Remsen 
St. between Clinton and 

Heights,' (71 8) 624-0675]? 
www.brooklynbar.org. 

FILM, "MASTER OF THE 
HOUSE": Live giano ac-^ 

So^n.TlT 7 n pm y Brooklyn 

Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 
READING, LYNNE GREEN- 
BERG: Author of "The 
Broken Body: A Memoir." 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 


E: Artist Henry 
Artis speaks about St. Paul. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel [275 N. Eighth 
St. at Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718)384- 
0223]. 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 


ford Stuyvesant Restoration 
[1368 Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuy- 
vesant, (718) 636-6989], 
www.restorationplaza.org. 

FISCAL TRAINING: Le 1 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 

brooklynpaper.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St, Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 


THUrICBHH 


GO LOVE SPRMG^ vent 


All New 2009 Subaru 

FI 

AWD 


Most Fuel 
Efficient 
AWD 


9 DAYS... 


Continued from page 8 

TOUR GREEN-WOOD 
CEMETERY: Led by Big 


at the Red Star Bar [37 
GreenpointAve, at West 
Street, (718) 349-0149] and 
ending att.b.d. Brooklyn 
[244 Franklin St. between 
Freeman and Eagle streets, 
(718)349-6727], 

PERFORMANCE 

IN JUAN": 


Ladykiller: Ballet-theatre atlantique du Canada 
presents "Don Juan" at the Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College on March 22. 


lyn Academy of Musi 
Lafayette Ave. near Si. reux 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 


BLOOD DRIVE: 9:30 am-5 
pm. New York Methodist 
Hospital [506 Sixth St. be- 
tween Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
780-3644]. 

BROADWAY STAR LILLI AS 
WHITE: Singer performs. 
Free. 12:30 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights], 
www.stfranciscollege.edu. 

TALK, JEFFREY DESKOVIC: 


frrn P-C* F-Itrl UiY.j ^ 41 QlDi Llrp IY s Smi m 

SedbaJBM&iiml Cheka d Jted or WHBim drmr rs»vaiirt mppfld Me 


$130.00 


The Subaru Forester.® 
Motor Trend’s 
2009 Sport/Utility 
of the Year " 


OVERNIGHT STAY * DINNER FOR TWO 
BOTTLE OF WINE ■ LATE CHECKOUT 


Call 800-345-8767 


Offer 

Sunday - Tuesday 


Valid For 

Wednesday & Thursday 


Come see the all new award winning 2009 Forester at Brooklyn's only Subaru dealership. 

Bay Ridge Subaru 


Bay Ridge 


1 81 9 Cropsey Avenue * Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 4 

718.234.7960 


WWW. BayRidgeSubaru .com 


^STELLAR* 

^PERFORMER 

Recieved FIVE-STAR rating 
from National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 


MUST PRESENT AD AT PURCHASE SIGNING. ‘Motor Trend, November 2008. fMSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, ta 
Dealer sets actual price. NYSDMV #7099604, NYCDCA #1200327. 


MPCA 

awd m 
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9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 10 
GOSPEL CONCERT: Cam- 

Jones. $10($7children? Uan 
7:30 pm. Multi-Service 
Center [1958 Fulton St. be- 
tween Howard and Ralph 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve- 
sant, (718)363-2750]. 
THEATER, "BUS STOP": 8 pm. 

See Saturday, March 21. 
THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 
pm. See Saturday, March 21. 
THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
8 pm. S< 




DANCE, "DARLING": Sam 

ration. $15. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Arts Exchanc^eJ421 Fifth 

Parle Slope, (718)^32-0018], 

THEATER, "THE HEAVENS 
OF HELL": New comedy by 
BrooklynONEtheater. $7. 

8 pm. St. John's Episcopal 
Church [9818 Fort Hamilton 

SSr™ 6 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 

Works by Corelli, Scarlatti, 
Gervasio, Beethoven and 
Calace. $35 ($20 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 


rw.bargerr 


eam Music 


ham ancPMetropolitan av- 
enues, (718) 788-8500 ext. 
217, www.thecue.org. 
DISCOVERY TOUR: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 21. 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "BUS STOP": 2 

and 8 pm. See Saturday, 
March 21. 

SATURDAY JAZZ SERIES: 

Hosted by Calley Bliss. 

Free. 3 pm. Spike Hill Tav- 
ern [184 Bedford Ave. at 
North Seventh Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 218- 
9737 . '■ VVVYv.S 7:, Mil - II 
BELLA VOCE SINGERS: 


rk by Arne 


:hurch[7420 e Fourt 


-Utlneran 


STREB DANCE: 3 pm and 7 
pm. See Friday, March 27. 

MUSIC, "ORPHEUS AND 
EURYDICE": 3:30 pm. See 
Saturday, March 21. 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 8 
pm. See Saturday, March 21. 

THEATER, "TIMES 365:24:7": 
8 pm. See Saturday, March 



>m. Brooklyn Academy of 
vlusic [30 Lafayette Ave. 
learSt. Felix Street in Fort 
jreene, (718) 636-4100], 


Free. 6 pm. BAG Gallery 
[168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues, 

(718) 858-9069], www.' 
brooklynartistsgym.com. 
BENEFIT AUCTION, DIN- 
NER AND DANCE: Party 
in support of MS 51. $50 
($45 in advance). 7 pm. 
Beth Elohim [274 Garfield 
PI. at Eighth ,* ‘ " 1 



DISCOVERY TOUR: 3 pm. 
Saturday, March 21. 

PERFORMANCE 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

BIRDWATCHING: Free. Noon. 

See Saturday, March 21. 
TOUR HISTORIC BUSHWICK: 

Sponsored by the Center 
for the Urban Environment. 


DANCE, "DARLING": 8 pr 


CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Bach, Copland and 
Brahms. $35 ($20 students). 
8 pm. Bar^emusicjFulton 

Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 
MUSIC, PRISCILLA HERD- 
MAN: $30 ($25 in advance), 

cK7h [PierrepomSt. be- 
tween Clinton Street and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 288-5994], 
www.firstacoustics.org. 

SO PERCUSSION: Brooklyn- 

$15 ($10 sti 


-5 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing- 
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 


THEATER, "BU 




3P": 3 pn 


in Park Slope, (71 8) P 622- 
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

THEATER, "PENNY DREAD- 


SALES AND MARKETS 


Adams St. in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 722-9217], 
www.mynacc.org. 

NEW FEMINIST ART SCHOL- 


RAISING CHILDREN WITH- 
OUT RELIGION: Workshop 
led by Dale McGowan. $40 
($60 for couples). 1-4:30 
pm. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture [53 Pros- 


768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

FILM, "THE NAKED CIVIL 
SERVANT": 1975 film 
based on Quentin Crisp's 
autobiography. Free. 1:15 
pm. Tabla Rasa Gallery [224 
48th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sun- 
set Park, (718) 833-9100], 
www.tablarasagallery.com. 

FILM, "THE MACKINTOSH 


6:50 pm. Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718)636- 
4100], www.bam.org. 
READING, PAUL BACON: Au- 
thor of "Bad Cop." Free. 2 
and 8 pm. Barnes & Noble 
Park Slope [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

FILM /TARS AND THE REAL 

Gairery[2 5 2448th St be- 3 
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 833-9100], www. 
tablarasagallery.com. 
READING, SARAH VOWELL: 

mates." Free. 4 pm. Brook- 
lyn Public Library's Central 
branch [Grand Army Plaza 

Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

FILM, "THE COLOR OF 
MONEY": It's got New- 
man! $11.4:30 pm, 9:15 




MUSIC, "ALL THAT JAZZ" 
CONCERT: Retina Opera 

0. 3 pm. Regina 
nail [1230 65th St. at 12th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 232-3555], www. 
reginaopera.org. 

BELLA VOCE SINGERS: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 28. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Bach, Copland and 
Brahms. 3 pm. See Saturday, 


THEATER, "THE HEAVENS 
OF HELL": 4 pm. See Fri- 
day, March 27. 

THEATER, "LA DIDONE": 7 

pm. See Saturday, March 21. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 

FLEA MARKET:* Free. 9 am-3 

. Si. 9- -/w Cci C 

Bay 20th St. at Bath Avenue 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 236- 
3312]. 

OTHER 

FILM, "COOL HAND LUKE": 


ot New 


n. Brooklyn 
lusic [30 


636-4100], www.bam.org. 
READING, MONICA FER- 
RELL: Author of "Beasts 
for the Chase." Free. 7 
pm. Freebird Books [123 


No good pint of Gersh's 
blood goes unpunished! 


W ho said you shouldn’t drink 
and donate? 

Actually, the New York 
Blood Center, which has pulled out 
of the Kelso of Brooklyn’s “Pint for 
Pint” blood donation drive. 

“They said we degraded the pro- 
cess of giving blood,” said Kelso of 
Brooklyn brewmaster Kelly Taylor, 
whose company promised blood do- 
nors a free pint of beer after they do- 
nated a pint of blood. 

“They read the story in The Brook- 
lyn Paper and went all P.C. on us,” 
added Taylor, saying that the Blood 
Center demanded that he remove the 
group’s name from any announcements 
about the “Pint for Pint” promotion. 

“It was like, ‘We don’t want to en- 
courage people to give blood and drink 
beer.’ Well, why not? These are adults,” 
Taylor said. 

The irony, of course, is that I’m prob- 
ably to blame for the all the boiling 
blood in the Blood Center’s corporate 
office. After all, Taylor is not actually 
encouraging people to give blood and 
then immediately replace the missing 
fluid with beer. That was our angle! 

As we reported last month, one pint 
of Taylor’s potent Kelso Nut Brown 



Lager gets a 160 -pound drinker to a 
blood-alcohol level of .03 . But if you’ve 
relieved yourself of a pint of blood, 
that same beer will get you to a .04 
blood-alcohol level, which produces 
“disinhibition” and “extroversion.” 
“As we say in our DUMBO news- 
room, ‘Boo-yeah! ’” the article soberly 


Upon publication, the Blood Cen- 


ter had a figurative heart attack. Tay- 
lor still doesn’t get it. 

“What’s wrong with beer, anyway?” 
he asked. “The families that need blood 
don’t care how we get the blood. They 
just want the blood.” 

And I want the beer, so on Saturday, 
I did what any solid, albeit cheap, cit- 
izen would do: I printed out the “Pint 
for Pint” coupon from Taylor’s Web 
site and then headed to the Blood Cen- 

A few pricks later — I’m talking 
about the needles, silly! — and I had 
given the gift of life. 

More important, I had the Blood 
Center receipt that would entitle me 
to my free pint. 

The Blood Center did not return 
my calls, and Taylor is moving for- 
ward with his donation promotion. 

But because the Blood Center ob- 
jected, instead of providing a direct 
link to a list of local donation centers, 
Taylor’s Web site, www.beerhelps.net, 
instructs people to do a Google search 
for “blood donation locations.” 

The same New York Blood Center 
list typically comes up, he said. 

So give from the heart — then lift 
a toast to yourself. 


PIZZA ... 


Continued from page 1 
The oven — ah, the 
famed coal-burning oven 
whose 900-degree fire 
birthed such wondrous 


pies — was severely dam- 
aged by the torrents of water 
needed to squelch the blaze, 
which broke out at 8:44 am 
on Saturday and was declared 


under control at 10:35. 

But Ciminieri said she 
would replace each brick. 

Her customers, of course, 
are salivating over the pos- 
sibilities. 

“Totonno’s is what makes 
Brooklyn pizza famous,” said 
John Giannotta, who wanted 


to be downing an ethereal 
fresh mozzarella pie instead 
of watching some friends re- 
pairing amotorcycle across the 
street. “Everybody knows it and 
everybody went there. My son is 
a third-generation customer. 

“Thank God, it will be 
back,” he added. 


KIDDING ... 


Continued from page 1 

“Maybe I’ll be attacked 
for my position and maybe 
I’ll get some criticism, but 
that comes with the territory,” 
said the hardware store owner 
and tenants’ rights activist. 

Abraham was right about 
one thing: the criticism is al- 
ready coming. 

Club President Lucy 
Koteen, who organized the 
event, said that Abraham’s 
failure to attend would raise 
serious questions about his 
ability to hold office in a sec- 
ular, multi-cultural city. 

“How can someone who 
has so many restrictions on 
his life represent us?” she 
asked. “When you are on 
City Council, you have to 
go to funerals — if some- 
one gets shot, are you not 
going to go because it’s a 


Catholic church?” 

Koteen said that the group 
chose the basement of the 
Eighth Street church not be- 
cause of its religious affil- 
iation, but because it is the 
group’s regular meeting 
place. Plus, she added, it is 
conveniently located. 

“It isn’t a religious space 
to my eyes, but of course I’m 
not looking from that perspec- 
tive,” she said, adding that she 
is looking for another site. 
“I’m sure this isn’t the first 
time when Isaac is going to 
run into these problems.” 
The other five candidates 
are expected to attend the 
smoke-free endorsement 
forum in the space, which 
is used during the day by 
a neighborhood pre-school. 
That secular use, however, 
did not deter Abraham 


from practicing his faith 
his way. 

“The meeting is in the 
same building as the church, 
so it’s better off that I don’t 
start bending rules,” said 
Abraham, who in the past 
has stood outside of churches 
during funerals so as not to 
violate Jewish law. “The most 
appropriate thing for me to 
do is not attend.” 

Abraham’s rabbi could not 
be reached for comment, but 
other rabbis told The Brook- 
lyn Paper that many Ortho- 
dox worshippers follow a 
Jewish law that bars them 
from entering churches — 
even for secular events. 

Because their candidate 
will not attend the forum, some 
Abraham supporters say that 
CBID should hold off on en- 
dorsements altogether. 

“How could they give an 
endorsement without listen- 
ing to him?” said Isac Wein- 


And the man who once 
held the seat being sought by 
Abraham’s candidacy should 
be judged on his politics — 
not his faith. 

“The Constitution pro- 
vides that there should be 
no religious test for elected 
office,” said former Council- 
man Ken Fisher, now a lob- 

Fisher suggested that with 
good staffing, hard work, and 
a policy of meeting constit- 
uents outside of religious es- 
tablishments, Abraham’s re- 
ligious convictions need not 
interfere with his Council 
responsibilities. 

‘ ‘That is the least of Isaac’s 
problems,” he added. 

“The bigger political 
obstacle is articulating his 
views in a way that appeals 
to anyone outside of a nar- 
row part of the district. ... It’s 
what’s under the yarmulke 
that counts, and not the yar- 
mulke itself.” 



ite , Red White &BubbL 

•ubbly 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm miHCS 


MARCH RECOMMENDATIONS 





These are Darrin’s 
Best Buys for 
March! 


Clos De L’Abbe Dubois Rose, 
by Clos de I’Abbe Dubois 

Wish ti 

glass of this charmer will almost take you 
there! Great with a roasted chicken, ham, 
cold cuts and salads or a simple sandwich, 
this delicious is a hint of the warm climate 
it comes from. What a lovely bouquet! 




Rose Row Sauvignon Blanc, 
by Marie Niel Durst 

We were absolutely delighted KTVljV 
to discover this range of wines KcAfifl 
from the Southwest of France: delicious, 
well-balanced and priced so well! This sau- 
vignon is dry and crisp with mouth w 
ing ripe pear and apple flavors. This is a great “food 

Sur Malbec-Cabernet 
Sauvignon, by Bodega Sur 

Argentina brings us another BBWTB 
winnner! Our friend Mickey Vail 
lives in Argentina and finds some some of our 
best tasting Best Busy for us! Here is a blend I 
of Argentina's two most important grapes, 
both originally from Bordeaux, making av 
that is a terrific match with steaks, burgers, roasts, stews, pastas, 
pizza and a full flavored cheeses. Smooth, rich and full bodied! 

Oxford Landing Shiraz, by 
Oxford Landing Estates 

Everybody seem: 
good Shiraz! Flavors of ripe I 
blackberries and hint of cracked pepper- 
corns.... all that and a lot more will be 
going on in your glass when you open a 
bottle of this best selling Shiraz. Big and 
bold, yet not hot or heavy, this one is just right on a chilly night! 

Buy Darrin's Best Buys 4 Pack 
and Save 10% 




Darrin’s March 
Discovery Wines! 


CKinos 


Wilfred Rousse QEES 
Chinon Les Puys, 
by Wilfrid Rousse 


Te Awa Left Field 
Chardonnay, 
by Te Awa Winery 


Buy my December Discovery 

Wines Two Pack and Save 10% l££fiU 



March 

Spirit of the Month 


Pama Pomegranate liqueur, 
by Pama Spirits Co. 



March 

Cellar Selection 


Gary Farrell Pinot 
Noir RN River, 
by Gary Farrell 


m 


Come in today for our 

Wines 
of the 
Week 

CHOOSE THREE 

— SAVE 10% 

CHOOSE SIX 

— SAVE 15% 

Selection changes every Friday 
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Poly Prep Summer %o o 9 

SWIMMING LESSONS FOR CHILDREN AGES 2 AND UP 
CAMP PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AGES 4-16 


OUSE 




THE BROOKLYN PAPER'S 2009 

CAMP GUIDE 


Huggs Summer 5^322!^^!^ 
Program rort S ? te ™S.dri 

763 President St., Park arts, trips* 2 days per week 

Slope, (718) 230-5255 ._ 

Directors- Randie Bader and Movin' On Travel Camp 

Gary Seigel Di "^or: Bobbie Finkelstein 

Ages: 4-1/2-11 June 30 through Aug 15 

June 30-Auq 8 Ages: entering grades 5-9 

Halfand Full day available Full day: 9 am-5 pm 






jhiggs 


DAY SCHOOL, INC. 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs □ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 

□ Licensed teachers afternoons or full days 

□ Optimal educational equipment □ Spacious Classrooms 

□ h X dmrG e y«ti2 CllltieS □ Caring 6 loving envilment 


E FOR 2-5 YEAR OLDS | 


Call: 230-5255 

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Field Trips 


Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day! 


)AILY TRIPS 



liitfp-' 58g*» 

Ages: 8-13 §j §|g~ A u — 

iee e k 2 s 8 e^s, 22(, ° UrtW 


BetVi Elohi m 

ns* 

SllllllllCff ^009 

A CAMP FOR ALL AGES 





At Brooklyn 
Friends , we have 
all the makings of 
a great summer. 

Ages 8-12 Two Sessions 
June 17- July 10 July 13-31 


SUMMER 375 Pearl Street, Brook 
ARTS 718.S52.1029.x248 



TERRIFIC 
TWOS 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 


PRESCHOOL 
fiY CAME 

Full & Half Day programs, Professional 
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms, 
Swimming in Temple pool, 

Weekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds 


Kindergarten ELEMENTARY 

4th Grade |) AY CAMP 

Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 



MOVIN'ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 


Five days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights. 
Mature, qualified staff 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM M 

for youth entering 9th grade 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

ferMTenffen’niWTO 


8th Ave. & Garfield PI. - Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


For Tots & Preschool Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 

For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 

768-3814x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 


Family 

Classifieds 


Polj Prep Summer 2009 
Performing Arts Camp 

June 29-July 31, 2009 • 8:45 AM-3:30 PM 





This comprehensive program allows boys and girls to focus on their 
developing interest in singing, dancing, acting, and playing musical 
instruments. Rehearsals and instruction will take place in Poly Prep’s 
air-conditioned arts center, including the Richard Perry Theatre and the 
campus dance studio . The program also includes tennis, swimming, and 
outdoor games held in Poly’s state-of-the-art recreational facilities. 

Poly Prep Country Day School 

9216 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228 
Performing Arts Comp Director, Sonyo Boehr, coll (718) 836-9800, ext. 3250, or visit: 

WWW.POLYPREP.ORG 


TvJepaRi<sl®p& 


• Performing Arts [ 

• Weekly Field Trip: 

• Gymnastics • Dar 

• Basketball • Softball • Baseball • Hockey • Tennis 

• Flag Football • Volleyball • Kickball • Jump Rope 

• Baking • Photography • Arts & Crafts • Life Skills 

Academic Enrichment 


5 :00rXm 


Wednesday 
6:30 - 
at South O 


SrdT 



r.tortgreenecamp.com 
(718) 715*1383 
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PAPBMT 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC | I B 


So, Smartmom ain't so smart? 


jT -BROOKLVN^ 

h€NCINGC€NT€R 


i 


Group Classes 

’ Private Lessons • Summer Camps 
I UJ€ DO FENCING I3IRTHDHVS! I 


a bad ir 




really is? 

Will she be fired from the 
now-Murdoch-owned Brook- 
lyn Paper? Will Dumb Editor 
accuse her of being a hoaxer? 
Will her readers finally stop 
reading? 

Well, it’s not like she’s 


And she truly is a mom; 
her children really are 12 and 
17. And believe it or not, ev- 
erything she writes in these 
columns is true — if some- 
times amplified a bit. 

But it’sthe mistakes, the con- 
stant parenting mistakes, that 
lead her to wonder what she’s 
doing with her byline on a col- 
l named “Smartmom.” 


HP 

WSmnoni 


that movie can children a little less, 
be. Indeed, they are guilty of 

And who can just about all the sins of con- 
forget the time temporary parenting over-at- 
she went to the tachment, enmeshment, and 
Grand Cas- too high an opinion of their 
spawn (a word Wise Gal 
would use). 

So maybe there’s 


not perfect and knows she 
doesn’t do the parenting thing 
that well. 

Maybe the imperfection 
allows the readers to recog- 
nize parts of themselves in 
her, which enables them to 
empathize a bit. Smartmom 


62 Fourth St (corner of Ho V t) • (718) 522-5822 
uiuiui.BrooklvnFencing.com 


QfiSHl 








State Budget Cuts To SUNY 
Threaten Our Future. 


Students Denied Access to SUNY 

■ Thousands of qualified students denied admission 

■ Quality acadcm ic programs and support services jeopardized 

■ Courses cancel led 

■ Graduat ions delayed 

Without public higher education and public hospitals, New York's future looks grim. 
Go to UUPinfo.org and fax your state legislative leaders. 
Higher education. Health care. Two essentials New York can't afford to cut. 

IJnll-nl [Jnhcrvliy l h ruli"\\inu\ 

TV iinacni (Imp rmilci 51HY mcri 
ITilBlp ft- S*»iiV 




Patients Denied Access to Health Care 


■ Medical services and education slashed at SUNY Down state 
Medical, Stony Brook Hospital and Upstate Medical 

■ Regional trauma coolers, burn units: and A IDs centers closed 

■ Poor and uninsured turned away 
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Tish: 

Follow 

theAlG 

money 


Councilwoman Letitia 
James has found a Brooklyn 
angle on the nation’s popu- 
list outrage against AIG, call- 
ing on the British bank Bar- 
clays to not use the billions 
in taxpayer funds funneled 
to it by the insurance giant 
on its $400-million naming 
rights deal at the proposed 
Atlantic Yards arena. 

James (D-Fort Greene) 
condemned any use of the 
federal bailout — officially, 
the Troubled Assets Relief 
Program — for anything 
other than bank activity that 
helps jump-start the econ- 

“TARP money is for banks 
to start lending again, not for 
Barclays to polish its corpo- 
rate identity,” said James. 

“Staggering — that’s 
the only word for it,” she 

Her comments came one 
day after AIG earned ire from 
politicians around the coun- 
try for paying out $165 mil- 
lion in bonuses from its most- 
recent $30-billion bailout. 

A spokesman for Barclays 
did not return a call for com- 

In issuing her statement, 
James sought to tap into 
growing outrage over AIG’s 
use ot taxpayer Bailout money 
for bonuses and to bail out 
some of its clients, includ- 
ing Barclays. 

That outrage has been 
heard from the right — “Not 
so fast you greedy Wall Street 
bastards,” the New York Post 
put it — and the left, with Mo- 
veOn.org’s Web site leading 
with “We want our money 

J ames is the only local pol- 
itician to link Barclays’ AIG 
bailout to the Atlantic Yards 
naming-rights deal , but ear- 
lier this year, two congress- 
men tried to pull Citigroup ’s 
name off the new Mets sta- 
dium in Queens after that 
banking firm received its 

“Citigroup is now depen- 
dent on the support of the 
federal government for its 
survival as an institution,” 
said the congressmen, Den- 
nis Kucinich (D-Ohio) and 
Ted Poe (R-Texas). 
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HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY 


PoaJz Slope, 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal Iherapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Blenching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealonts • Cleonings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgicul Gum Cure 
Adolescent -Adult 


• rmancmq Hvaname 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 789"5700 

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com £> 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack [Bd Cert.) 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 
Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone 

SBllH 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 


r ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Digital Panoramic 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
slopedental.com • 768-1111 


■ ifl 

GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 

Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 
'""(718) 768-8372"° 

accepted as full or partial payment. 

EXTRACTIONS 
PERIODONTAL WORK 

CROWNS 

=TU 

PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 

MMI 



Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modern pleasant surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

g (whitening) 


• Cosmetic Dt 


5 & »r S 


(Capping) 


jesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
mm and insurance plans accommodated 


EMPLOYMENT 


An Exciting Challenge. A Rewarding Choice. 

vna I SERVICE COORDINATOR 
ISLAND I WA/VER PROGRAM 

BROOKLYN AND/OR STATEN ISLAND 

Responsible for individually designing of intervention programs under the Department 
of Health Medicaid Waiver Program to support individuals in nursing homes or at risk 
of nursing home placement, with the opportunity to return to or remain in the Community. 
If you have a Bachelor's Degree and two years experience providing service coordination 
for individuals with disabilities and/or seniors coupled with knowledge about community 

Must have a New York State Driver's License, good communication skills and the ability 
to work with a diverse population. 

Visiting Nurse Association of Staten Island 
400 Lake Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10303 
Fax: 718-816-3534 • Email: bd@vnasi.org 

Visit us at www. vytasi org eeoe 


Medical Office Seeks 

• High-skilled 
Receptionist 
■ Medical Technician 
• Medical Assistant 
for community Health 
Clinic located in 
Brooklyn North 
Fax Resume 
(718)534-5221 C n 


NURSING 

RNs 

FT & PT - Flexible Hours 
Join our dynamic 
nursing team. We are 
seeking self starters as 
well as team players. 
Our nursing department 
is an integral part of our 
services related to the 
MR/DD population. On 
a daily basis, the nursing 
role provides case 
management, important 
training and oversight of 
our med room and staff. 
Let HeartShare be the 
next step in enhancing 
your career. Come join 
our family and enjoy 
flexible schedules & 
benefits. New grads 
welcome! Please 
forward your resume 
to: The Recruitment 
Coordinator, fax: (718) 
855-5821 ore-mail: 
jobs@ heartshare.org 

HeartShare 

www.heartshare.org 
Equal Oportunity Employer 


NYS Senatur Eric Adams’ office: 

DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 

daywoody@aol.com 

for interview oppty. 

Bachelor's Degree, some law school, 
15 years law enforcement 
experience required A7 


ADS WORK! 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEYS 



BANKRUPTCY 

ELECTRONIC TAX FILING 

• Medicaid Applications 
• Family Law • Criminal Law 
• Serious Accidents 


JEROME P. MANDEL 

& Associates 40 years exp. 

(718) 788-6800 

26 Court St. Brooklyn NY 11242 


Const. Company Seeks 

ELECTRICIANS 
Wood Stainers & 
Tile Floor Installers 

Fax Res. 718 497-5988 
Call for Appointment 
Ask For Jenny 
718 366-6528 A5 


The Brooklyn Lab School 



INJURED? 


• All Other Types of Accidents 

*FREE CONSULTATION* 
1-888-MD-FAULT 
Daniel P. Miklos, ESQ_ 

111 Livingston St Ste. 110, Brooklyn, NY 11201 


Jirthday parti 


"University Professor of Speech & Canmunications" 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 



Trademark Law /r^\ 

Copyright Law fWl 

Entertainment Law 


REAL ESTATE 




Apartment 5G, Brooklyn, NY 


an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 3/3/2009, 




red by the Civil Court, Kings County on 2/27/2009, 
<INGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 


69 Bay 26th Street, Second Floor, 


Notice of Formation of Wing Wong Assets 
L.L.C. a domestic or foreign Limited Liability 
Company (LLC). Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
January 21, 2009. NY Office: Kings County, 
SSNY is designated as agent upon who pro- 
cess against the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC service upon him/her to C/0 the LLC at 
3327 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11208. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. BP1146 




Island Shores is a place you can call 
home at a price you can afford. 

At Island Shores, you will enjoy 
fully furnished studios and suites 
with daily housekeeping, cable 
television, three gourmet meals, 
a complete library of books 
and periodicals, a healthy 
living exercise center, a 
mini-theatre with dally 
shows, computers 
with Internet access, 
plus planned trips, 
walking tours, and 


Starting at $70 a Day 

Call today for a tour ! 

1111 Father Capodanno Blvd. 
Staten Island, New York 10306 
(718) 667-0666 • www.islandshores.org 


lo additional fees . 



AGENTS AND BROKERS 



Corcoran’s 2006 Brooklyn 
Rookie of the Year 


Philip Henn, Senior Associate Broker 
124 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
phone: 718-923-8013, cell: 917-602-8416 


1st TIME HOME 
BUYERS SEMINAR 

MARCH 21, 2009 

Hours 9AM -12 PM & 2PM -4PM 

Kingsview Homes Inc. an affordable 
Co-operative, located in Downtown Brooklyn 
Is holding a seminar for 1st time homebuyers. 
Consultants representing the Municipal Credit 
Union, Neighborhood Housing, and the Banking 
industry will be on site to answer questions 
regarding purchases. 

Kingsview Homes Inc. is one of Brooklyn’s oldest and 
finest Co-operatives. 1, 2, 3 bedrooms & Studio 
apartments are available. 

• 4 apartments on a floor 

• Laundry Facilities in each building 

• 24 hour security 

• Low Maintenance (G&E incl.) 

• Near all subway lines and the LIRR 

• 15 mins. By subway to downtown 
Manhattan or if you prefer walk across 
the Brooklyn or Manhattan Bridge. 

Call or Fax For More Info: 


Kingsview Homes Inc. 

125 Ashland Place 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 
Tel: 718-875-9225 Fax: 718-875-5144 


NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love ‘ 

Maplewood • South Orange * NJ 

■ 29 Minutes to NY Penn Station 

■ Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

■ A community where everyone is welcome! 

■ Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

■ Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CADNET ADS 




COOL TRAVELING JOBS. Li- 


1 1-888-293-7370. 


Excellent Pay! No Experienci 
FREE 1-866-844-5091, en e 


1-877-220-4470. 


d more. Doctor CONSULTATION 
vw.EasyludgetRx.com, 1-877-453- 


IE PHARMACY - Buy S< 


PRESCRIPTION! 


NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. Absolutely 


1-800-264-8330 or w 


w, 1-800-795-3579. 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIED AVENUE 


AUTOS II INCOME OPPORTUNITIES 


le. Call 1-866-448-3254. 


gs 800-366-0124 ex 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


ur "Weight" is Over! 


EDUCATION & TRAINING 






BESTBUDGETRX.COM 1-866-683-5744 


Offer:#31A31. 1-866-491-2712. tr 




PROCESSORS 


/V. 1-800-395-5972. 


o Selling. Call: 1-888-213-52 


n 1-877-218-6211 


ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & 


* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BIL 


. 1-800-699-7159 












































Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


March 21, 2009 
Call (718) 260-4501 
BPCIassified@cnglocal.com 



Martin della Paolera 
ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 


Carpentry Plus 


Kevin (718) 331-9251 



CLEANING SERVICES 


Cleaning Brooklyn 
One Home at a Time 



( 718 ) 374-4594 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 
Move Out/Move in Clean-uf) 


Bed & Breakfast Cleaning Services 

718 573-4165 


CONTRACTORS 


FORM RENOVATION 

LICENSED EXPERIENCED ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES 

hic#1290900 his#1290896 

718-715-0705 


Chris Mullins 


CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

Roofing ■ Bathrooms 
Kitchens • Carpentry 
All Renovations 
Brickwork • Dormers 


718-276-8558 l* 


INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK: 

Renovation S Remodeling 
Roofing • Basements • Brick Cleaning 
Pointing • Stucco • Waterproofing 
Stoops • Sidewalks • Getters • Kitchens 


Carpentry -Plastering -Tiling 
Cement Work -Fencing -Siding 
Deck • Sheetrock • Brick Work 
Wallpaper • Painting (Int. & Ext.) 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc 

licensed & insured 

FREE 

interior design 
consultation 


718 - 923-2893 


RENOVATION 





718 - 745-0722 



JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


CARPETING 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

10% Off Cleaning! 





AREA RUGS HAND-WASHED 


Residential & commercial 
profesional wall-to-wall 
carpet & rug handwashing, 
steam cleaning, & repair 
services. Pickup and 
delivery available 


BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE 

443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days 

718 - 855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com 


CONTRACTORS 


EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


GENERAL RENOVATIONS* 
f ★ ★ Interior & Exterior 

i c 

'’Rath 


Carpentry ■ New Additions ■ Kitchens 
■Bathrooms ■ Painting ■ Plastering ■ Pointing 
■ Stucco ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
■ Brick & Concrete Work 


< 

iting - ™ 


FREE ESTIMATES 

www.eaglecontractor.com 


(718) 686-1100 






www.1800983deck.com ■ 1 -800-983-DECK ■ 718-227-2629^ 




ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate BM8 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL -COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

■Ms Bed Bugs Wasps Moths 
■ Bats ■ hornets ■ lids ■ Bees ■ Portent 
Moling ■ Squirrels ■ Termite Inspections 

FHA,VA Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718 - 832-0900 

Senior Citizen Discount • $15 OFF Any Initial Visit 


FLOORS 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 



Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 



...growing with ideas 

for your home He garden 

for yards, terraces, roofs 

Visit our Shop 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(718) 554-0207 
www.gardendig.com 


"’'C/ARDKNIiK 

V718/499-8285 


Garden Service 
Annuals, perrennials, installations, 

’ Ur 71 8-753-974 r™ 9 


The Artist Garden 


1-646-644-7156 


_ f 

a® 



CALL NED 


Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 



Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


ADS WORK! 

The Brooklyn Paper 



MOVERS (LICENSED) 


A-l JAYS WAY MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 



iif.- 

We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 
Prompt • Cordial ^ 

TOP HAT MOVERS 
718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 A33-03 




PAINTING 





BK WALLCOVERINGS 

Specializing in professional 
wallpaper hanging and 
interior painting. All work is 
done quickly and cleanly 
Call for a free estimate: 
(718) 781-5277 Besik 
www.BesiksWallCoverings.com 9 


FREE ESTIMATES 

Richard (718) 490-5668 


asa jp 

Li Interiors Inc. 


718.227.1200 

jp@jpinteriors.com 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
* I Plumbing— sS 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ROOFING 



Flat roof ♦ Rubber roof 
Sky lights ♦ Shingles 
Leaders -f Gutters 

Residential 

Industrial 4 Commercial 

(718) 844-8448 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

Gutters Skylights, Green Roofing. 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

License #0831318 

718-646-4540 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


/». Greg’s Express 
^4/ Rubbish Removal 



1-800Mr.Rubbish 



EVERGREEN TREE 
& SHRUB INC. 



CallCarlos: 71 8-775-2243 


Brooklyn 

Gardens 



Ros the Gardener can design your garden 
with a whimsical, colorful wildflower feel, or 
a more contemporary tone. She uses organic 
methods for her garden design and mainte- 
nance. (718) 499-8285. 



Chuck Dorr poses in from of Dig Garden 
Store, 479 Atlantic Avenue between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street. It's a great place 
to buy your pots and containers, plants and 
gardening tools. They can also plant and 
build your garden, ya dig? (718) 554-0207; 
www.gardendig.com. 



Marilyn Manning, Your Complete Garden- 
er, can beautify the front of your home, your 
window boxes or your full back yard. Call 
her at (718) 753-9741. 



Julie Cummings, Urban Gardener is a 

hands-on garden design, installation and 
maintenance company. Julie does planting, 
soil work, and builds stone patios and small 
walls. She views no two gardens alike — 
much like their owners — and she strives to 
be flexible and work within the parameters 
of each opportunity. (718) 788-2159; www. 
juliecummingsurbangardener.com. 


UPHOLSTERY 

PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 




CaH718-227-8787 

ADS WORK! 


REAL ESTATE 


| PRIVACY 

1 COMMERCIAL SPACE 1 

Who comes into your home 
when you are not there? 
Landlord, handyman, or 
maybe previous tenants? 
Who else has keys? 
BuddyOnTheDoor.com 

Bar/Restaurant for Rent 

1500 sq. ft. Prime Brooklyn Heights 
location on Atlantic Ave. Existing 
full-service bar; available now. 

Brick Real Estate 
347-645-1333 
www.brickbrooklyn.com ^ 

A20 

OFFICE SPACE IN 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

1,500-2,000 sq. ft. 

space, plenty of natural light. 
Call Carmine or David 

(718) 852-0051 cwj 

1 AGENTS & BROKERS 1 

1 List Your Rental or 

UrbanMLiving Sale Apartments 
■^ernTtion^T at No Cost 

Unique European Clientele 
Multilingual Agents 

Sarnia (718) 788-0178 

\ VACANT LAND 1 


ROSEBANK, S.l. 

100’x128’ lot 

1 BUSINESS FOR SALE 1 

Jewelry Store 

Carroll Gardens-Est-28years. 

Renewable 5-year lease. 
Family-owned, huge upside, 

up to 9 units possible 
$1.2 Million 
By Owner 

(646) 251-2781 o 

Inventory optional. 
$1500 week profit? 
Asking $135,000. 

ADS WORK! 

or 954-540-5382 

The Brooklyn Paper 
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The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.c 


(718) 834-9350 



March 21, 2009 




Forest City Ratner 
Companies 
welcomes 
News Corporation's 
Community 
Newspaper Group 
to MetroTech Center 












ForestCityRatner 




